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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
4.30 o’clock p.m.

Prayers.

QUESTION—-SEAMEN'S ACCOM-
MODATION ON STEAMERS.
Mr. ANGWIXN asked the Premier : Is
there an inspector whose duties are to
see that proper healthy aecommodation
and oiler facilities are provided for the
erews on stemmuers trading tv the North-
West Ports of this State from Fre-
mantle ? Tf so, with what department

35 the inspector connecied, and his
nawme ?
The PREMIER replied: I, Yes,

ander the Navigation Aet of 1904 ; 2,
Captain Morrison, of the Harbour and
Light Department.

QUESTION—DISEASED MEAT, AL-
LEGED SALE AT KALGOORLIE.
Mr. BATH asked the Premier: 1,

What action has been taken by the Gov-
ernment with regard to the allegations
concerning the sale of diseased meat in
Kalgoorhie and Boulder? 2, In view of
the general feeling of alarm and uncer-
tainty engendered by such rumours,
supported as thev are by affidavit, will
the Government carry ouf the erection
of the prajected abatteirs for the Kal-
goorlie and Boulder distriet in {he most
expedifious manner?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Every m-
quiry has been made: and with a view
of securing the most rigid supervision.
an additional inspector has been sent Lo
Kalgoorlie. 2, The survey of the sile
has heen completed, plans of the build-
ings are in hand, and tenders will he
.called for the abattoirs this month,
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QUESTION—STATE AGENCIES IN
AUSTRALIA.

Mr. BATH asked the Premier: What
is the cost per anuu of the West Aus-
tralian State Apgencies respectively in

Svdney and Melbourne?

The PREMIER replied :
nit; Melhourne, aliout £900,

Svdney,

DEPUTY CHAIRMEN OF COM-
MITTEES, )

M. SPEAKER: I desire to intimate
to the House that I propose to nominate
the members for Subiaco (Mr. H. Dag-
lish), Perth {(Mr. H. Brown}, and Clare-
maent (Mr. J, C. G. Foulkes) as Deputy
Chairmen of Coamuvittees during  the
session.

EXTLANATION A8 TO SENATOR
PEARCE.

Me, J. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe): I
desire to make a statement on a point of
privitege. Yesterday evening and during
the debate on the Address-in-Reply, the
hon. memher for Coolgardie made cer-
tain statements coneerning an hon., mem-
her of another House, namely the Senate
of the Federal Parliament. He referred
to Senator Pearce and the expenses
whielr the Commonwealth had incurred
for postal and telegraphic messages
which he had sent. At the time this
statement was made by the hon. member
for Coolgardie I expressed my doubts as
to its aceuracy, and therefore this
morning I telegraphed to Senator Pearce
informing him what was said on the
matter. I have received from him the
following telegram which I think it is
dve to the House that members should
hear:—

“ Statement by Eddy absolutely in-
accurate. Only return public Senate
papers, Vol. 2, shows my expenditure
postages £12 11s, 84.; no other return
in existence; challenge him produce
jt. Thanks for mformation.”

The memher for Coolgardie (Mr. Eddy)
stated that during the first 12 months
after eleetion to the Senate, the expendi-
ture by Senator Pearce on postages and
telegrams cost the Commonwealth £75.
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[M¢. Bolton: £70.] T think he said £75.
However, this telegram will show that the
statement made by Mr. Eddy was abso-
lutely incorrect, and I think a withdrawal
is neeessary and that the member should
apologise to Senator Pearce for making
sueh an inaceurate statement. This in-
stanee merely shows what we have to
put up with at times fronn members
gqueting figures without first taking the
trouble to verify them.

Mr, EDDY {Coolgardie) : With regard
to this matter, I may say that the figures
which I quoted appeared in the Press of
the eountry. [Labour Members: What
Press? Name the paper.] Just allow
me—you are all so fond of bickering
ond jwmping when a man gets up to
speak. I wish to tell members that at
this moment I will make no apology and
no withdrawal; but I will at the earliest
possible moment find out what partien-
lars I can, and if T am wrong I shall be
the first to apologise.

PRIVILEGE—PRESS REPORTS.
Farther Statement by Mr. Holman.

Mr. J. B, HOLMAN (Murchison):
With respect to the motion I moved yes-
terday, I am in receipt of a telegram
from the office of the Coolgardie Miner
newspaper, as follows:—

“Regret inacenrate report supplied
by Perth correspondent re your speech.
Correcting same to-morrow’s isrue.—
Knecbone, Coolgurdie Miner.”

1 desire to thank that gentleman for his
promptitude in sending this wire, show-
ing that it was purely his Perth ¢orres-
pondent who was to blame. As regards
the leader in this morning’s Herald, I
dn not think it worth while to delay the
business of the House hy taking any
farther action, for it is quite evident
from the manner in which that teader
ir written that the paper is unable to
dislingnish  between eriticism and a
malicious lie, I shall therefore take no
action, for a newspaper that ecannot
make such a distinction is unworthy of
any consideration at all.

[ASSEMBLY.]

* Supply.

SUPPLY BILL, £639,303.
All Stages.

Message from the Governor previously
received, recommending the appropria-
tion out of Consolidated Revenue and
Loan Funds of the sum of £639,303 For
the services of the year ending 30th June,
1908, was now considered in Commitles,

On motion by the Treasurer (Hou,
Frank Wilson) that the House resolve
itself into a Committee of Bupply—

Me. T. BATH (Brown Hill) said:
While it was essential for the Treasurer
to secure temporary supply, why should
the Standing Orders be suspended to
permit the passage of a Bill through all
stages in one day? Surely the Trea-
surer knew last week that supply was
needed, and could then have given notice,
so Lhat the Standing Ovrders might be
adhered to. Members should have some
information as to the date of the Budget
Speeeh and the introduction of the An.
nual Estimates. In view of the great
importanee of the finaneial position, men-
bers and the country were entitled to aa
earlier eonsideration of the Budget and
the Estimates than was afforded iast
yeur, nnd perhaps to the fulfilment of
a promise made on various ocensions by
ihe Treaszurer, that in eaech sueceeding
vear he would endeavour to have nis
financial proposals introduced at an
earlier dafe.

Question put and passed.

In Commitiee of Supply.
Mr. Illingworth in the Chair.
The TREASURER moved—

That there be granted to His Majesty
on tecount of the services of the year
1907-8 a sum not crceeding £639,305.
In asking the Committee to grant tem.-
porary supply and pass a Bill through
all stages at one sitting, he was simply
following the invariable custom in this
State. The Leader of the Opposition
(Mr. Bath) was well acguainted with
the procedure, and knew that to take
a Supply Bill through its varieus stages
day by day would involve a delay of
seven or eight days. He (the Trea-
surer)was anxious to secure before the
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end of fhe wmonth the anthority of the
House for this expenditure, and 1o have
the Supply Bill before the Legislative
Couneil when it met on Tuesday next, so
that the Bill might before the end of the
mnnth receive the sanction of His Excel-
leney ; else there might be delay in
paying salaries, for instance, which repre-
sented the bulk of the moneys to be
voted in the schedules. That might be
disastrous, and perhaps ineonvenient to
memmbers themselves if they could not
wet their salaries at the end of the month.
As to the date of the Budget Speech, he
conld not make a definite announcement
now.

Mz, Jolmson: Do not make any rash
promizes again,

The TREASURER would not make a
rash promise; he would express a pious
hope that his ecolleagues, by supplying
the figures for their several departments,
would enable hiin to get his Estimates
framed, considered, and reconsidered, so
that they might be ready for submission
to the House at the end of next month,
at any rate before the expiration of the
period for whieh this supply was sought,
namely two months. Notwithstanding
that last year’s Estimates were hrought in
later than was anticipated, they were not
very late as compared with those of pre-
vinus vears. Were not the Estimates sub-
mitted during ilie latter part of October?
[Mr. Walker: They were promised in
July.] The hon. member knew that the
hooks were not elosed for the year fill the
10th July, after which balances had to be
taken out and all the data compiled.
Without such data the Esiimales couid
not be framed, ard the data for expendi-
ture at least were not available to Mini-
aters unti! perhaps the end of Juiy.

Mr. Joitnson: Tel ns Dave the Budget
hy the end of Augmst at latest.

The TREASURER : Officers in the
departments had their routine work to
do, and work on the Estimates was extra,
We must allow them a reasonable time ;
and thaugh he agreed with the hon. mem-
her that the Estimates ought to be ready
at the end of Augusf, not mueh exception
could be taken if thev were presented a
week or two later. If at all possible, he
would deliver the Budget Speech before
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the end of pext month {August)}. This
Bill was framed in the wvsual way, the
appropriation being based on one-sixth of
the total estimated expenditure out of
revenue and loan for last year, and the
sum was asked for to enable the Govern-
ment to earry on until the Estimates were
submitted.

Mr. T. H. BATH ({Brown Hill) :
While the Treasurer would not yet give
a promise for the introduction of the Es-
timates, if he was in a position to bring
them in before the end nf August, that
would be a step in advance. The ques-
tion of the introduction of the Estimates
should not be regarded as a matter of
levity on the part of members.

Mr. Daglish : -1t was a matter of piety.

Mr. BATH : What we desired to avoid
was a repefition of things which took
place last session, when Ministers sat
back in their chairs and with the attitude
of some Eastern dictator said “ These
Estimates "-——amounting in the case of
the Mines Department to £500,000, for
example—*“have got to he pushed
through in one night, without any re-
gard to the nature and importance of
the votes.”

The Treasurer :
son for that reply.

Mr. BATH : There was no justifica-
tion whatever for such a reply, and there
could be ne justification for any Minister
attempling to push through such a vote
in such a brief period in one night, and
absolutely refusing to give members in-
formation on that vote. That was the
position he wanted to avoid, and if it
could be avoided by an early intro-
duction of the Estimates it would be
hetter for members and better for the
State, whose interests we were supposed
to serve hy our deliberations in this
Chamber.

You forgei the rea-

Mr. H. DAGLISH {Subiaco) : The
point he wished fo draw the Treasurer’s
and the Committee’s attention to was that
the poliey of spending money from loun
funds on roads and’ pnblie buildings
was still heing earried on. and apparc-
ently was to be perpetuated during the
course of the present financial year.
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He desirved to protest against the prin-
ciple of voting loan funds and utilising
Ioan funds for the eonstruction of non-
produective works. He noticed in fh=
schedule under the loan fund, items for
voth roads and bridges and publie build-
ings. [Interjeetion by the Treasurer.]
It was not a vote which he approved
of last year, but it was a vole recom-
mended to the House last year.

The Treasurer : The Hon.
agreed to the vote.

Mr. DAGLISH: It was a bad prin-
ciple, and he was sorry to see it eon-
tinued. He was sure the House would
forgive the Treasurer if he transferred
the expenditure to the Consolidated
Revenue account during this finanecial
year. There was another point, too, that
was worthy of consideration by the
Cummittee. We were asked to embark
oh a loan expenditure this financial year
representing £1,170,000. TIf the vote
now before the Committee was put as
one-sixth of the expenditure for the
present year, speaking in close figures
£1,180,000 would apparently be the loan
expenditure of this finanecia! year. The
State was not justified in spending
that money from loan funds, and the
Treasurer was not justified in bringing
forward a Supply Bill that em-
bodied such 2 large loan expen-
diture as was vepresented by one-
sixth of what was intended to be
the total of the finaneial -year’s opera-
tions, It is quite impossible to do any-
thing in the direction of expressing an
official opinion by the Committee at this
stage on this matter ; but before the
Treasurer brought forward his Budget
it was to be hoped he would be able to
assure the Committee that the loan ex-
penditure would not be anything like
the amount that the Bill apparently re-
presented it as probably amounting te.
The Treasurer would have to give very
careful reeconsideration to this question
of loan expenditure and reduce it con-
siderably below the level the Supply
Bill proposed to provide.

member

Mr. T. WALKER (Kanowna): The
member for Subiaco had in part em-
phasised the objection there was to
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Temporary Supply Bills; but gzreater
than that was the objection altogether
to the system that was becoming so
customary, of introducing these tem-
porary supplies. The Leader of the
Opposition drvew attention to the fact
that last year the Estimates were in-
troduced at so late a peried that mem-
bers were compelled io pass an enor-
mons sum of money without any con-
sideration. The evil of that was great,
hut the evil of having to pass the Supply
Bills without any items and without
any knowledge but the assurance that
the sum was provided on the rate of
last year, generally month by month,
was an evil very great indeed. We
were entitled especially to wateh the ex-
penditure at this particular stage of
our history; we ave drifting more and
more daily towards the rocks. We
should not be expected to vote blindly
such enormous sums as were represented
in this Supply Bill, more particularly
as the member for Subiaco had pointed
out ought we to be cautionus in launching
out on a policy which inferentially, as he
said, was to be eontinued throughout the
financial year. We did not want to
vote generally sums of this deseription:
we wanted to know what the money was
for, where we were embarking to, and
what was to be the end of this sort of
thing. Here generally as in the Supply
Bill we were voting blindly, and we
could not do otherwise than commil our-
selves to what we could not remedy when
sooner or later the Government brought
down the LEstimates. We could not
possibly give an intelligent vote on 4
question like this. It was an evil at
any time to resort to Supply Bills., and
an evil we had had promises of remedy
for during last session, and which evil
was vepeated this. Last session we had
to submit to this evil in consequence of
a direct breach of faith on the part of
the Goverumeni, on the assuranec ihat
the Eslimates would be brought down.
not at the earliest possible moment, but
at a definite date.

The Treasurer :
a hope.

Mr. WALKER: No; there was then
no expression of a hope; this was the

On the expression of
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expression of a hupe. TLast year the
Treasurer did net cven eapress a hope;
this year he had come to pious hopes;
and we knew what the hopes were worth
—they were not worih the hubble of a
box blowing soap through a pipe. We
received a promise—there was no hope
expressed or ¢o-mingled in the promise
—when the House adjowrned the ses-
ston heforve last, that Parlament was
to be called tugether at an early date
to eomzider ihe Financial Statement at
the proper season of the year. That
was what was definitely promised, and
on that assurance the House allowed
the ‘Treasurer to take measures without
consideration—railways scattered almost
broadeast throughout the country, after
allowing the House to adjourn on the
direct and positive assurance of the
CGtovernment that we should have the
¥slimates down at 2 reasonable time
within the monfth of August; yet the
month of August passed, and the next
month, with hope runming through the
Treasurer’s mind ; and it was close
on the end of the year before we were
able tuv consider the Estimates. They
were not properly considered, they could
nat be properly considered, nor would
they ever be properly considered when
the Government came down and demand-
ed that a big department should be run
through in the course of one sitting of
the House. He (Mr. Walker) entered
his protest now, not only as {o the ex-
pendilure we were asked fo vote blindly,
but also as te the time of bringing down
Supply Bills. In the same way last
year we were promised an early meeting
of the House this year ; but it was now
July, and pgoodness knew when we
would get to the Esiimates. All the

assnrance we now had was the Treas- .

urer’s pious hope.
Question pul and passed.

Resolution reported; report adopied.

In Commiitee of Ways and Means.

On motion by the Treasurer, resolved
# That towards making good the supply
granted to His Majesty for the serviee
of the year 1907-8, a sum not exeeeding
£441,513 be granted out of Consolidated
Revenue Fund of Western Australiz,
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and £197,790 from moneys to ihe credii
of General Loan Fund.”
Resolution reported; repori adopted.

Supply Bill.
In ac¢eordance with the foregoing re-
solutions, a Supply Bill was introduced
and read a first time.

Second Reading.

The TREASURER (Hon. Frank
Wilson), in wmoving the second reading,
said: I should like to explain briefly to
members that if they oppose the seeond
reading of this Bill, fhey will be taking
a course that has never been taken be.
fore. The faect that certain sums of
money are provided temporarily out of
loan funds does not commit the House
to the expenditure of a like sum during
every two months of the financial year.
Of course the member for Subiaco (Mr.
Daglish) knows that wvery well  The
bulk of the loan moneys provided to be
expended in this Supply Bill for tem-
porary supplies is for unexpended bal-
ances of the votes passed last vear lo
complete works. There is a number of
works; I ‘eannot give them all; but
there is the Collie-Narrogin Railway, for
which we have to provide £13,000 for a
couple of months’ expenditure; also the
Coolgardie-Norseman Railway and the
Donuybrook-Preston Railway, both being
construeted out of loan funds, which we
must earry on, because we must pay
wages. Similarly, we have £6,000 for
the Greenhills-Quairading Railway. We
have the eommencement of ihe Hope-
toun-Ravensthorpe Railway, the first
mile of which is under construction de-
partmentally in order to get material
landed, so that tenders may be called
and so that contractors may get a fair
start.

Mr. Johnson : Are you going to that
extent now—giving a fair start? Why
do you not hand the State over to them?

The TREASURER : Certainly, wa
are giving them a fair start, in the in-
terests of the State. We are going to
have the railway material landed on the
ground; and the hon. member knows
well that it eannot be landed on the jetty,
that it must be carried inshore some dis-



272 Supply Bill :
tance in order that we may get lower
tenders for the eonstruction of the work,
That surely appeals to the House. We
are taking a precantion any reascnable
business-inan would take to get cheap con-
struction for the State. I hope the hon.
member does not ohject to that course.
Then we have the Beaufort Street bridge
for which £7,000 is provided. The
work has been started. We have also
the Fremantle station, and some duaplica-
tions being carried on out of loan funds,
and there is £30,000 for rails and fas-
tenings which are taken from stores as
required, and which have to be paid for.
[Mr. Daglish: Is this more than two
months’ supply?] Some works in the
items will be finished, but this amount is
about two months’ supply on the items I
have mentioned. There is two months’
supply required for the contractors on
the Bunbury Harbour Works, represent-
ing about £8,000 which has to be met.
In addition, we have improvements to
jetties in the North-West now being ecar-
ried on. [Mr. Taylor: Ave all these
items from loan funds?] Yes. We have
also water supply, boring for water on
stock routes, and sewerage for Perth and
Fremantle in ‘progress, the expenditure
being estimated at something like £18,000.
[Mr. Jolhnson : What about roads and
bridges?) I eannot give the details of
that item; it is' a matter of £1,007. Is
it reasonable for members to ask me to
supply details of that. [Mr. Johnson :
Then what about publie buildings?] The
bulk of that vote I take it is in eon-
neetion with the Claremont Lunatic
Asylam,  [Mr. Johmson @ And the Old
Men’s Home.] There is a eontraet there
also. [Mr. Angwin: And additious to the
Public Library.] That is another ; and
I thank bon. members for reminding me
of some of these contracts. Perhaps
other members will also remember some
items being carried out in their elee-
torates.. It is unusual in a measure of
this sort to supply detatls, as hon. meni-
bers knrow. The Schedule in fact has
been attached to the Bill, though the
usnal eustom for many years was to ask
the House to grant a proportipnate sup-
plv till the Eslimates were ecarried, It
15 only of late years that the Treasurer

[ASSEMBLY.]

wn Commitiee.

has put in details. I do not know that
they are of any use to the House at
this stage, and we might just as well
leave them off in future; but I have
thought it well to follow the practice es-
tablished by my predecessors in office,
I do not know whether the member for
Subiaco was the first Treasurer to do it;
I think he was. [8r. Johnson : Why
do you not follow other examples of the
hon. member?] I am doing exactly ashe
did, except that he put his measure
through more expeditiously than I have
done. On one occasion he put through
a Loan Bill for £750,000 in two nights.
T am ecertainly giving the House more
time and more information than the hon.
member did.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time. ‘

In Commaittee on Bill
Clanses 1, 2—agreed to.

Schedule A.—Consolidated Revenne,
£441,513:
Division XXVITL.—Stale Batteries,
£15,228:

Mr. JOHXSON: It was impossible to
stop the passage of this Bill, as the Trea-
sarer must have money to carry Iim over
until prepaved to submit the Estimates;
but the objection of members of the Op-
position te passing Supply Bills was that
in doing so they practically endorsed the
poliey of the Government to which poliey
they were opposed. Last session there
was a short disenssion on the administia-
tion of ouwr State batteries. A board
appointed to inquire into the administra-
tion of the State batteries, and to see
whether the method existing conld he
improved on, had reported; but through
some fault of members on the Opposi-

‘tion side the diseussion on the report was

not entered into until the Estimates were
reached; and unfortuaately for the House
und country, it was late in the evening
when 1he diseussion eommeneed, at a
time when memnbers weve not in the hest
temper to diseuss a question of this mag-
nitude. e (Mr. Johnson) was never
in a worse temper than he was that night,
and possibly in consequence of this and
the bhad temper shown by ihe Minister
for Mines, the veport did not get that
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ibu eontemplation it should have re-
nved, It set out ihat the faulty ad-
unistration was due to the continued
iterference of Lhe Minister. There were
venty or {wenty-four cases cited where-
1 the superintendent of batteries had
red in judgment owing to the inter-
arence by the Minister and other
iperior officers. What the board prae-
cally said to the Minister was that he
ould withdraw his continued interfer-
1ee and allow the administrator to have
free hand se as to enable snceess to
3 achieved. During the recess the Min-
ter appointed a man to-the head of the
:partment at a salary of something like
300 a year. If the Cummittee passed
1e schedule io the Bill it would mean
1at we wounld be endorsing the Min-
ter’s action in that appointment, and
+ this he took very strong exception.
here was no justification whatever for
1e appointment, and it was useless for
[inisters to preach economy and then
» appoint unnecessary officers at high
daries. It was questionable whether
e officer was competent for the posi-
on, but even if he were, there was no
stifieation for the appointment.
olton: He might whitewash the Min-
ter; and the other officers wounld not do
1at.] One did not want to go into that
spect, for he had enough of that trouble
st session to suit him for a considerable
me. The Minister by his action failed
v study that economy which he should
wve done. The administrator should
ive heen given more opportunity of
lsplaying the ability he possessed, but
hick he could not give an example of
3 he did not get a fair chance. We
tould not allow the Minister to use the
it that the sehedule of the Bill had
assed the House as an argument that
s action in appointing the superinten-
mit of batteries had been endorsed.

The MINISTER FOR MIXNES : The
1ct of the hon. member allowing the vote
y o through would not in any sense pre-
mt him on another oceasion from expres-
ng a full opinion on the whole question
E the State batteries system.  The hon.
iember should give notice of motion so
at the report of the Batteries Inquiry
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Baard miight be thoroughly discussed.
[Mr. Johnson: Will you give us a select
epmmittee?] No: he would not allow a
seleet committee to deal with his adminis-
tration in the matter. 1If a motion in
that direction were brought forward he
would be prepared to combat the argu-
ments that might be used. A notice of
motion could be tabled to deal with the
report on the State batteries system; and
he was as eager as any member to have
that system perfected so as to get value
for the money expended. He did not
think the question should he debated even
on the Estimates, and it would be far
hetter, instead of taking time up then, to
discuss it on a motien befare the House.
[Mr. Johnson : It was what he desired.]
He hoped the hon. member woukl. bring
forward a motion to have the board’s re-
port eonsidered, and every faejlity would
he given to the House by the production
of papers and reports so that all infor-
mation might he obtained on the question,
[ ]

Mr, TAYLOR: Notwithstanding the re-
marks of the Minister about the necessity
for allowing the item to go through, and
the sugrestion that another opportunity
should be taken to disenss the publie
hatteries system, he desired to en-
ter his strong protest against the manner
in which the public batteries system was
heing conducted. Fe intended to con-
tinue that protest early and late on every
possible occasion. He objected to some
of the salaries which were paid and espec-
ialiy to that of the gentleman who was
appointed over the lhead of the previous
superintendent of hattertes. The inquiry
had cost something like £1,200; but he
had eonsiderahle trouble, and was foreed
to argue in the House un two oceasions,
hefore he was able to get the report
printed. The only opportunity of deal-
ing with it wnas very late last session,
when the Estimates were under considera-
tion. The Minister had helieved that
the hoard would exonerate him and
ernsh some one else—the supevintendent
of publie hatteries for instance—but it
did not do that, for it found that the
system had gone wrong owing to inler-
ference by the politieal chief. He took
it that that meant the Minister. As the
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system had practically grown up in ihe
State sinee the present Minister had
been in office, the major portion of the
blame was due to his administration. The
temporary appointment of Mr. Dunstan
was only made to dodge the Public Ser-
viee Commissioner. A Minister had the
power o make temporary appointments;
and evidently he thought that in view of
the Batteries Inquiry Board’s rveport the
Public Service Commissioner would not
have aceepted a permanent appointment.
He intended on another oceasion to give
more faets in connection with that ap-
pointment and the positions previously
held by the officer who received it. He
had never seen that officer in his life,
and did not know him; but he knew that
he had-heen in Ravensthorpe before the
smelters were sold. [The Treasurer :
What is the matter with that place?] The
Treasnrer and the Government would
know move about that smelter before
long. Would, Mr. Dunstan’s knowledue
of smelters enable him in any way to
contral the battery svstem of this eoun-
try?1  And what eredentials had that man
te be appointed over the head of the
then superintendent? This information
should be given by the Minister and, in
addition, he rmight tell the House what
improvements the new officer had sug-
cested as to the working of the battery
system, and how his system had sue-
ceeded. Tt had not been a success in
his (Mr. Taylor's) district. There was

no justification for the appointment of -

Mr. Dunstan at a salary of £600 a year.
This was but one salary, however, and it
would be idle to think they should block
all the other salavies which had to he
provided for the sake of this one.
They wounld he able to deal with
the salary of that officer when the
Estimates were under consideration,
All that a member could do in the House,
seeing the majority behind the Govern-
ment, was to enter his protest, and he
wounld do that when the Estimates were
under consideration.  [Mr. Bolton : 1t
might be different this time.] His ex-
perience taught him differently. The
exhibition at the time of the Education
vote last session was enongh fo condemn
the Government and those who supported
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then, not ouly now but for all time:
There was no chance of that majority
acting differently on this occasion. He-
hoped the Minister would give the House:
the eredentials of the new ofiicer and the
reason why the appointment was made.
The Minister could not justify the ap-
peintment in the face of the report by
the Batteries Inquiry Board. [Mr.
Bolton: But he could by a division,
though.] That was the only way, by
“brutal majority.” [The Minister for
Mines : You appointed him te an equally
good position.]  The appointment that
that officer received was not in eonnec~
tion with public batteries ; it was fo a.
smelter, and would the Minister say that
& man, because he was proficient in
smelting, knew all about how to take
charge of a public battery system? There-
was 10 comparison between the two
cases, for a man might know about bat-
teries and the treatment of ore contain-
ing gold, and if he were put on a smelter
he would be at an absolute loss. Was there
uot a practical illustration at Anaconda,.
where workmen were robbed of their
wages and left to starve, the Government
lhaving to go to the reseue? Yet to-
day the Anaconda mine was proving a
suceess and paying dividends, beeause it
wag managed by an experienced smelter.
For public battery management also
speeial knowledge was required, and amr
cfficient smelter was not necessarily ar
efiicient battery manager. Mr. Dunstanr
had given mo increased facilities to the-
prospectors, and it was guestionable
whether his employment made any dif-
ference to the public. Let all members
Join in frying to put the battery systemr
on a sounder basis.

Mr. J. B. HOLMAN : During the past
few months Mr. Dunstan had reported
on the 8-Mile, near Meekatharra. [The
Minister for Mines : No; bhe had not
made the report.] This officer’s salary,
£600, would be hetter spent in assisting
prospectors. The leaseholders at the
8-Mile, which had turned out a great deal
of gold, asked for a Stfate battery, and
an official report was made which was or
ought to have been favourable.
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The Minister for Mines : That wounld
ome  within the provinee of the State
dining Engineer.

Mr. HOLMAX : No; Mr. Dunstan
nade the report. He (Mr. Holman)

erole to the Minister and received a reply
lated the 20th June last, that the de-
elopment of the distriet was not far
nough advanced to justify the eree-

ion of a plant, and that a thousand
ons  could, as a test, be crushed by
ither the Nannine or DMeekatharra

afleries al a minimun charge of 190s.
er ton ; that in a few months the
jatier would be reconsidered’; and that
he inspeeling officer suggested that
heap back freights could probably he
btained on stone to Nannine. But the
wn working low-grade mines could at
ny time take advantage of the minimum
harge. Their complaint was against)
aving to pay 12s. a ton for eartage.
‘he prospectors, to whom the depart-
iental letter was then forwarded, re-
lied that the information as to the ten-
nilling  minimwn  was  unnecessary, as
1t was the minimum all over the fields;
1at the sugpestion of cheap back freights
> Nannine was altogether absurd, in
jiew of the class of light express wagons
thich did nearly all the earting on the
sad, while the big wagons averaged
hout one a month and six tons tv the
wd, so that a hundred-ton pareel eould
ardly get through in the year. The
rospectors  wished to test low-grade
auff, and quoted as a practieal illnstra-
on the cleaning up of 125 tons at the
‘orth Revenue mine for an average of
dwis. over the plates. The 9-dwt.
uff would leave a margin, after paying
irting and erushing, of only 13s. 6d. per
m at £4 an ounee, so none but the fairly
ch man could afford to take the risk.
he prospectors held that they should
ave a trial run of a thousand tons on
sliding seale starting at, say, 10 dwis.
3., up to a maximum of 10s. per ton.

Division XXXTV, — Railways
ramways, £208,962:

Mr. JOHNSON: Attention should be
rawn to the retrenchment proceeding
t the Working Railways. Eeconomy in
Iministration was necessary, but mere

and
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vedugtion i expenditure was not
cconomy, To the appointment of Mr.
George as (‘ommissioner he had strongly
objected, hecause that appeintment was
made under a bad system. Mr. George,
during his five years' term of office, sus-
tained many attacks; but while Minis-
terial was preferable to Commissioner
control, Mr. George was hardly so much
to blame as the system. Mr. George
was the most loyal servant any Treasurer
conld have, his sole desire being to swell
the revenue at the expense of people’s
pueckets. To _the question of adminis-
trative economies Mr. George had de-
voted much attention; and it did not
appear that he was not a better judge
of the number of officers needed in the
scrvice ihan was Mr. Chinn, the new
auwthority oun the subjeet, or Mr. Short,
now Acting Commissioner. My, George
had effected numerous econvinies; but
since he left office dozens of officers had
heen dismissed from the service, and
others refrenched or disrated. The Gov-
ernment had evidently bheen influenced
by the eriticisms of Mr. Chinn who was
not a great authority, and this eriticism
was not conclusive evidence. He took
exception to the Government adopting
as conclusive evidence the eriticisms by
Mr. Chinn, which had evidently influ-
enced the Goverhment, for they had
1ssued instructions to the Acting Com-
missioner fo cut down salaries and re-
duce the wages sheet. In spite of the
fact that the Aeting Commissioner denied
that old servants had been dismissed and
retrenched, still he (Mr. Johnson) knew
that old public servants with 10 vears’
service had been dismissed; this proved
that Mr. Short’s statement that he was
not interfering with the permanent hands
was not correct. One did not take ex-
ception te retrenchment, but objected to
the rule of thumb method being adopted
as we had seen during the last few weeks,
If Mr. Short thought that retrenchment
should be carried out, why did he not
effect these economies before, as he was
Mr. George’s right hand man. We were
going a bit too fast, we needed economy
but we wanted judgment, and he did not
think judgment was being exercised at
the present time. Mr. Short had not
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had iime to go into the relative merits of
the staff, and in his (Mr. Johnson's)
opinion officers had been dismissed who
had heen more loyal and attentive to
their duties than those whose services
had been zretained. We did not want
Mr. Short to say that he had made a
name for himself by exercising econ-
omies and when he was probably looking
after another position. Our working
railways might suffer throngh the whole-
sale reduction and retrenchment which
was going on. He did not believe in the
present policy but he believed in re-
trenchment, after sound judgment. The
Acting Commissioner was showing very
unsound judgment in a lot of his dis-
rating and dismissals, The Minister
shonld give a little attention to the mat-
ter and see that the working railways
did not suffer. Mr. Short evidently
wished to make a name for Hmself by
reducing the staff because Mr. Chion
had eriticised our railways.

The TREASURER (Hon. F. Wilson) :
Every member must recognise that re-
duetions and eeconomies could he effected
in the railway system. The member for
Guildford would give the CGovernment
eredit that as far as they could see justice
wounld be meted out to everyone. Some
men had been retrenched, and many of
the retrenchments were under considera-
tion hefore Mr. George left the depart-
ment. Mr. Shorl was only earrying out
the poliey that was being effected before
Mr. George lefi. Members should give
the responsible heads of departiments
some credit for diserimination. If a
man was placed in a responsible position
like the Chief Mechanieal Engineer, he
must have diseretionary power as to dis-
pensing with the serviees of men. The
whole retrenchment was heing undertaken
by the vesponsible heads. Some mistakes
might be made, bat if this was not done
then we should undermine all discipline,
and good-by to all administration. Last
year members attacked the Printing Office
in the same way, and he (the Treasurer)
would be able to give information
on that peint when speaking on the Ad-
dress-in-Reply. The first thing was fo
get o capable manager in whom he (the
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Treasurer) had confidence, and then to
trust to his diserction in nearly every
case,

Mr. Bollon: Why was the same not
done in this case? Why not wait until a
competent manager was appointed?

The TREASURER: Expenditure on
the railways was far too great.

My, Bolton: And had been for a long
time.

The TREASURER: The hon. member
surely did not want to perpetuate that
for another 12 months. The Committee
would agree with the view he (the Trea-
surer) lad enunciated that we must have
conlidence in the heads of departments.
If we lost confidence in those heads then

- we should get vid of them. As long as

they were there the Govermment must
trust to their judgment.

Mr. Bolton: Was not the Acting Com-
missioner head of a department all the
time?

The TREASURER: Certainly.

Mr. Bolion: Then why were not the
economies effected then.

The TREASURER: The hon. member
has just been told that a number of ihese
vetrenchments were alveady under eon-
sideration and some had been decided on
even before Mr. George left office, so
that the action was being taken then.

My, Collier: Mr. Chinn’s report came
out and fixed matters up.

The TREASURER: Mr. Chinn’s ve-
port had no influence on the Government.
Mr. Chinn was evidently a man who
could write a clever and capable article,
but his eriticisms bad no influenece what-
ever on the Government, and members
could disabuse their minds of that.

Mr. G. TAYLOR : In the newspapers
whieh informed the public that the ser-
vieces of the Railway Commissioner were
to be dispensed with was a notice that
My, Short would be Acting Commissioner
for six months, and alse that 200 rail-
way employees were to be dismissedy
That was two or three weeks before the
Commissioner left his office—about the
first or second week in June. He (Mr.
Taylor) wished to be fair to Jr. George,
although he had opposed the appoint-
ment, still he had diseussed this matter
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with an ex-member of Parliament as to
‘he attitude of the Commissioner in
leaving oflice, and issuintg instructions
tor wholesale dismissals to take place.
And he asked the question, had the rail-
way earnings zone off suddenly, or was
the Commissioner leaving a post and was
Erightened that his suceessor wounld come
n and find 200 or 300 men doing nothing
but drawing their salaries? It was idle
for members to say that because a person
was working for the Government hiy
services could not be dispensed with. He
{Mr. Taylor) recognised tbat there would
he hardships where economies were being
effected, and all the havdships wiich
came under his netice he would probe
to the bettom, and see that justice was
done. He did not say the Government
should not use the pruning knife where
they were justified in doing so. As far
as the first bateh of railway servanis
who were retrenched was concerned, Mr.
Short had no more to do with the dis-
missals than as head of his depart-
ment—as the Chief Traffic Mana-
ger,  Afier the vewrs of experience M.
Short had had in the railway service, if
he was not capable of advising the Min-
ister now, his time had been lost on the
railways; but Mr. Short had given the
whole of his time to railway manage-
ment, and if he could not run the few
miles of railways which we had suceess-
fully, then he should be got rid of. One
believed Mr. Short to be a capable man,
and at the end of six months it would
be found that he had been successfnl
and eqnal to the occasion, If it was
possible when making the appoiniment
of Commissioner not to go outside the
State—if a man eounld be found who was
capable of runming the railways, then
the Government should take that matter
into consideration,

Mr. Bolton: The Governmenf were not
woing te have a Commissioner, but Min-
isterial control with Mr. Short as general
manager; how would that suit the mem-
ber?

AMre. TAYLOR had not the ear of the
Government as some members had. The
Queensland railways had been a success
unnder the management of 2 man whe
had grown up with these railways, and
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what eould be done in Queensland eounld
he done here,  There was no burning de-
sire on hig part to import men for high
positions in the State.

Mr. Heitmann : Johnnies were
wanied here,

Mr. TAYLOR : Mr. Short was not a
Johnny, but was a shrewd, hard-headed
gentleman, and no matter what portion
of the running railways of the State
were to he dealt with Mr, Short knew
aill about it and was capable of giving
all ihe satisfaction required. It was
unfair to deal with a man without a
tangible reason. 1f any head of a de-
partment treated men in his department
unfairly he (Mr. Taylor} would help
that man to get justice, but he would
not prevent the Government frem put-
ting the various departments of the State
on a sound footing,

not

Division XLIIT.—Colonial Seeretary,
£1435:

Mr. BATH: 1t was time the Regis-
trar under the Arvbitration Aet should
make known his intentions in regard to
the rvegistration of associations whose
rules embodied a clause providing for
pelitieal action. Unions had been re-
fused registration of amendments not
dealing with polilical aetion, though the
Government had previeusly acguieseed
in the registration of the wnions’ rules
embracing a rule embodying political
aetion. If the Government persisted in
their intention net to register a union
providing for politieal action they should
say that no union could bhe registered
under the Aet, and the people would
know exactly where the Government
stood on the quesiion; but as things
were now, the unions did not know what
were the intentions of the Government
on the subject. The Government had
no right to dictate to the unions
whether they should provide that rule
or not. If a trades union was formed
on the basis of political action and the
members joining it knew that by doing
so they gave their approval to that rule,
they were Lhe best judges as to the dis-
posal of the money they eontributed to
the union; and it was not for the Gov-
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ernment to say to them thal even if
the men were desivous of Joining the
orgwiusation, they would step in and
prevent them by rvefusing registrarion
of the rules. The bulk of the uniang were
formed on the basis of political aetion.
Men joined the organisations on the gold-
fields, well knowing that they ‘were
comwmitting themsetves to the rule. If
it were an attempt on the part of a union
forined on an exclusively industrinl hasis
to impose a rule later on for political
action, if they attempted to say to the
members who had joined on the one
basis that they must subscribe to the
other rule, one might understand the
Government stepping in to protect the
members.  Questions had been repeat-
edly asked concerning the wmatier, but
while the Government declared they were
going to adheve to the position net te
register these rules they continued to
allow associations to remain under the
old registration.

My, JOHNSON: TUnions that were
formed prior to the passage of the Ar-
Bitration Acl, when that Aet was passed
had rules submitied to them by the Reg-
iirar of Friendly Societies as a model,
and in applying to be registered under
the Aect they based their rules in aceord-
ance with the desire of the Registrar in
order to insure registration. Now the
Registrar sought to exclude portion of
the rules to which he previously did not
take exception. Explanation should be
civen, and the Attorney General was the
Lest authority on this gquestion.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL, though
nat taking to himself the compliment of
heing deseribed as the best aunthority in
the House on the subject, considered that
he might assist the Committee on the
present oceasion in pointing out the diffi-
culty that had arvisen. It was definitely
announced by the Colonial Secretary that
the rule framed by a number of unions
allowing a portion of their funds to he
used for political purposes was eontrary
to the spirit of the Aet and therefore
should be expunged. Now the Leader
of the Opposition complained that no
action was taken in consequence of that
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expression of opinion. [Mr. Bath: No
action was taken in regard (o unionsg
already remistered.] Tt was sought to
have the matter decided by the counrt
which would be the miost proper tribunal
to decide sueh questions, namely the Ar-
bitration Conrt. It was sought to have
it settled by the President of the Arhi-
tvation Court; but the President held
that ihe matter could not he brought be-
fore him by the Registrar, and took a
view a& to procedure which practieally
blocked the question being hrought be-
fore the Arbitration Court. It was in
one way attempted, and at the time it
appeared possible, to have a decision
of the court, and it was intended on that
decision heing made, if it upheld the
Colomal Secretary’s view and if Parvlia-
ment consented to if, to have an altera-
tion made in the Aet; or if the view had
nat been upheld and if Parliament dis-
sented from the interpretation of the
Aect, to take sunch action as Parliament
thought fit. However, owing to the
action of the President, whickk he (the
Attorney General) did not challenge, in
saying that he had no jurisdietion to in-
quire into it, at any rate in the form
snegesied, the step eould not be taken.
A Bill would be brought in during the
session dealing with the Industrial Con-
ciliation and Arbitration Act, and that
would clear the matter up so far as the
will of Parliament was concerned. He
{the Attorney General) had never hesi-
tated in saying that it was something
that was never contemplated by any
Industrial Coneiliation and  Arbitration
Aet, that an organisation registered nnder
it should be registered for anything but
industrial purposes, and when the proper
time eame e would advanee reasons for
supporting that opinion.

Mr. TROY: The member for Xux-
ehison Brought forward startling evidence
in regard to the manner in which the
immigration policy was being conducted,
hut he (Mr., Troy) desived to peint out
how ihe Government had been treating
hona fide mmnigeanis from the Eastern

States, Some time ago a gentleman re-
ceived assistanee from the Government

to bring hiz wife and eight children from
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the Eastern States, and Mr. Abbolt, ihe
general  sceretary  of the ILocomotive
Engine Drivers, Firemen, and Cleaners
Association, gave his guarantee for the
repayment of the £20 advanced. The
gentleman assisted had done his best to
pay back the money advanced and had
paid back £9 10s.., but owing to inter-
mittent work could not maintain his pay-
ments; and last night the Government
had put the hailiffs into Mr. Abbett’s
‘house to seeure repayment of the balance
of the £20. That was the way in which
the Covernment assisted these . immi-
grants. We should compare the aetion
of the Government in this respect with
the action in vegard to the immigrants
te serve Mr. Teesdale Smith, and we
would see that it was not to the eredit
of the Govermment.

At 6.15, the Chairman lefit the Chair.
At 7.30, Chair resumed.

Mr. TROY (continuing) : It was not
diffienlt to guess the reasons why the
Colonial Secretary had refused to regis-
ter the unions. Evidently he intended
lo throw on the various organisalions
the omus of proving that they were en-
1illed to registration, and by that means
eompel them to appronch the Supreme
Court and ineur great expense. Hap-
pily, however, the unions found it un-
necessary to spend their funds in this
direction, and thereby saved a consider-
.able amount. It would be well for the
Attorney General to be lonest with the
THouse on this question. Everyone knew
ihat the GCovernmeni, in refusing fo
reister the unions, did so with the ob-
ject of, if possible, weakeniny the!n and
their power from a palitical point of
view. The Colonial Seerctary was mnot
responsible, for ne one aceused him of
knowing anything about the Act, but
lie was merely carrving out the desires
of the Government. Ome hoped the House
would be given an opportunily of dis-
cussing the measure during the present
session.  Although ihe Attorney General
pniehl satisty himself lhat the majority
ot the House agreed with him, it was
quite vertain that the majority of the
people af the country did not agree with
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the action that ihe hon. member bad
taken. It must also be remembercd thal
the members of the House as at present
constituted did not represent the major-
ity of the electors,

Division LIL.—Police :

Mr. SCADDAN : The Palice vote in
the schednie was larger than it was in
the similar Bill introduced last session.
Had this fact anything to do with the
nteniten of the Colonial Secretary, as
announced in the Press that morning,
to  supply additional detectives to the
Kaigoorlie goldfields, It was surprising
that the representatives of the (hamber
of Mines, when puying a visit recently
tu I*erth, had a private interview with
the Colonial Secretary on various mat-
ters appertaining to their interests in
Kalgoorlie. Nothing was puoblished in
the papers in connection with that in-
terview, but the Colonial Seeretary liad
rone (o Kalgoorlie and had there an-
nounced through the Press what was
going to be dvne. Why had that atti-
tude been adopted, instead of the mem-
bers of the Chamber waiting on tle
Colonial Secretary as a deputation in ihe
ordinary way when {he Press would have
been present and the statements made
there have been published 3 Again, why
did not the Minister tell ihe Press at the
time of the interview exactly what had
taken place and what he intended to do ?
One would raise the strongest possible
vhjection to increasing the detective staff
at Kalgoorlie, so long as monev counld
not be found for a proper inspection of
mines staff in that partienlar belt. He
was much more concerned n the welfare
and the lives of men working on  the
mines than about dividends being re-
ceived by a few shareholders and money
grabbers in London. The Chamber of
Mines only represented London sliarve-
holders, in other words the London Jew,
and they had influenced the Government
to spend money in increasing the delec-
tive staff in Kalgoorlie. He had heen
tuld by members of the police turce in
Kalpoortie that in the past it had been
impossible, no matter how the detective
staff were inereased, to get at the botiom
of the zold stealing. The fact of the
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matter was that they had employed men
to try and capture the miners with gold
in their possesion on coming from uider-
ground. This they eould not suceeed in
doing, becanse it was not the miners who
were responsible for the continual steal-
ing of gold ; it was the wmen in the
higher positions ; and it would be well
for the Government to take into con-
sideration the advisableness of putting
one or two detectives on to those who
were now asking for additional police.
He ¢id not make any accusations against
persons, but so long as the Government
refused to give an increased inspectional
staff to the Kalgoorlie belt he would pro-
test against any farther expenditure on
the detective staff in that centre. The
attitude of the Colonial Secretary did
not redound to the eredit of the Govern-
ment. Tt was evident that aeeusa-
tions had heen made against cerfain per-
sons at the deputation whieh waited on
the Minister, and the publie should know
of them.

Mr. HEITMANN : Although the miner
had been charged with stealing the gold,
it was not he who had the opportunity
of getting away with any portion of it:
it was the man who was handling the gold
in the concrete form who was respon-
sible for the theft. If the right men
were caplured they would be found to
be among those who were now asking
for additional delectives. Last week the
Premier took praise to himself and to his
officers for economising in the Police De-
partment to the extent of a few thon-
sand pounds. There was not much
credit attached to a saving of that kind,
for in Perth many thousands of pounds
in addition could he saved. In the eity
there was a Comnussioner, and under
him a Superintendent, two or three sub-
inspectors, and altogether 75 officers for
a force of 475 men. A Commission as
to the working of the Police Department
would be asked for by the Leader of the
Opposition, and he hoped that it would
be granted; for if so the result would
be that many thousands of pounds a year
would be saved. In Perth at the present
tie there were six mounted men and for
them there were no fewer than 40 horses
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and two non-commissioned officers. As
a sample of the promptitude with which
the Colonial Seeretary’s Department at-
tended to correspondence he would cite
the case of a letter which he despatched
to the department in March last, with
regard to the motion passed by the House
last session for granting one Sunday
holiday each month te members of the
Police Force. The laetter was written for
the purpose of reminding the department
that this motion had been carried, hut it
was not wntil June that he received a
veply. [Mr, Johmson: You have uo-
thing to growl about; you werelucky to
get it then.] It had its effect and all be
cared about was that the holiday was
grantéd. The services of the Comnis-
sioner of Railways had been dispensed
with. The same comrse should be fol-
lowed with regard to the head of the
Poliee Department.

Schedule
£197,790:
Mr. BATH moved an amendment—

That the total amount under Schedule
B be reduced by £15124, namely the
antount of items “ Roads and Bridges”
and “ Public Buildings.”

The Treasurer had said this vote was
for work authorised last session but not
yvet completed. There were no details,
liowever, as to the amount which repre-
sented the uncompleted work or the new
work to be done during this finaneial
year. Lven if the total amount repre-
sented incomplete work, he would repeat
the protest he made last session against
the allocation from General Loan Fund
of money for the construetion of publie
buildings and roads and bridges. When
the Premier was referring to the burden
constituted by our sinking fund, he com-
pared favourably our provision forloan
redemption with that made by other
States, From one point of view this
State compared favourably with them;
but we had net been berrowing for so
long a period as they, and if during the
next ten years our indebtedness continned
to increase as it increased in the past
ten years, we should soon rival the other
States not only in public debt but in the

B — General Loan Fund,
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proportion of revenue to sinking-fund
contributions. Yf such items as these
confinued to appear under “General Loan
Fund,” not only would the sinking fund
be a burden, but the interest also. The
Treasurer had tacitly admitted that it
was inexpedient to debit unproduetive
works to loan account. [The Treasurer:
No.] Then that denial was one more
evidence of the Treasurer’s incapacity,
for his predecessors admitted the fact,
like evervone who had studied Australian
finanee; and the undesirableness of the
practice was proved by its resulis in the
Eastern States, which, learning wisdom
from the past, were now redeeming their
loans and adopting some methods that
would bear investigation. For improper
expenditure from loan the Australian
system of finance had been repeatedly
attacked in English financial journals.

Ruling as to Amendment.

The CHAIRMAN: Last year he had
given a ruling on this point. In Com-
mittee of Supply, the amount of the total
having been quoted, no amendment could
be moved for its reduction. He had then
ruled that—

“This Bill was equivalent to the Ap-
propriation Bill, and Bay on this point
said :—

“Latitnde permissible in debate.—
An amendment on going inte Commit-
tee of Supply does not extend to the
stages of the Appropriation Bill. De-
bate and amendment on these oceca-
sions must be relevant to the Bill, and
must be confined to the conduet or
aciion of those who receive or admin-
1ster the grants specified in the Bill
Nor ecan amendment be moved to its
clauses or to the schedule to effect a
reduction of the amount or an altera-
tion of the destination of a grant; nor
are the enacting words of the Bill open
to amendment.

“Members would see' they could not
make an alteration, as the Committee
had already fixed the amount of sup-
ply. The time for dealing with these
amounts was when the Estimates wer
before the Committee.”
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Mr. Scaddan: Could the words
“Roads and Bridges” and “Public Build-
ings” be struck out as a protest?
The Chairman:; No.

Discussion.

Mr., JOHNSOXN regretted that the total
of the loan schedules had been passed by
mistake. He protested against continu-
ing the unsound policy initiated by ile
present Government of spending lean
moneys on unproductive works. To
Justify this the Government and their
supporters frequently said they were fol-
lowing the practice of their predecessors,
alteging that the Labour Government did
likewise with expenditure on the rabbit-
proof fence. There was no analogy
between that work and the construction
out of loan of asyhums, old mew’s de-
pots, and art galleries. When the
Labour Government took office an abso-
lutely useless rabbit-proof fence, costing
soine £00,000, had been erected through
the bungling of the James Government.
To preserve a valuable asset, the agri-
cultural aveas in the Great Southern and
other distriets, the Labour Government
were obliged to utilise loan funds. The
James Govermment held that it left a sur-
plus to its successors. True, on the
30th June there was a paper surplus of
£83,000, but on the 10th August, when the
Labour Government took office, there was
no surplos, and the expenditure from
loan was justified. But for the fence
the rabbits would now be In the agri-
cultural areas, and the loan espenditure
had produced huandreds of thousands of
pounds, Yet this fact was used to
justify the building of lunatie asyluns
out of loan. When the James Govern-
ment had a surplus of £231,000 some in-
fluential people asked for the construe-
tion of an art gallery in Perth, but were
refused. The Labour Government alse
refused a similar request; yet now, when
our revenue account was in a much worse
position, the present Government pro-
posed to build an art gallery out of loan,
and some hon. members stated the work
was actually in progvess. That sort of
finanee could not continue without intensi-
fying the existing distress. But for a
misunderstanding the majority of the
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Committee would probably have objected
to the expenditure now in question.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS
(Fon. J. Price): A night or two ago
one member, speaking on the Address-
in-Reply, had accused him of instancing
the loan expenditure of the Daglish Gov-
ernment on the rabbit-proof fence as
an excuse for now econstructing roads
and bridges out of loan, He objected
as strongly as anyone to such a course;
but in a period of financial stress the
Labour Government had certainly been
obliged to employ loan funds for tem-
porary works. Then the member for
Guildford (Mr. Johnson) had said
that to preserve the agrienltural
areas the rabbit-proof femece had
to be paid for out of loan.
Those were almost his own words. [Mr,
Walker : He did not express that view.]
Those were almost the words the member
used a mowment ago. It was to be re-
gretted fhe exigencies made it necessary
for the Government to expend loan funds
on works of this deseription, and if
revenue had been available he would not
have said thaf the lunatie asylum sheuald
be built out of loan. But we knew
that by building this asylum we were sav-
ing administrative cost of about £2,000
a year. Becanse of the unfortunate con-
dition of many people in this country
who were kept in the Fremantle lunatie
asylum, the Government felt justified in
the cirenmstances in using loan funds for
their relief, and the country wounld con-
firm the action of the Government in this
con-cetion. As to the Art Gallery, he
(the Minister) was told that when the
Prince of Wales laid the stene of that
Art Gallery, the distinet undertaking
was ziven ihat the work would be com-
pleted. [Mr. Bath : Not out of loan
funds.] There was no understanding
as to what money would be used for the
bunilding, but an undertaking was given
to the Prince of Wales, who refnsed
to lay the stone until an undertaking was
given, that the work would be com-
pleted. A promise was given and the
time had come when that promise should
be honoured, and on that condition he
(the Minister} agreed o have the work
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done from loan funds rather than leave
the promise unfulfilled. In connection
with roads and bridges it would be ob-
served in the Bill which was passed last
session that these roads and bridges were
constructed in agricultural aveas. Last
session Parliament passed Bills for agni-
cultural  railways, and it was contem-
plated passing more Bills for similar
railways this session. Within the last
few days he was in the company of a
farer in an outhack distriet who had
kept 12 horses for 3 months earting
wheat, and last week he (the Minister)
was at a place 25 miles from a railway
where a man was endeavouring to gain
a livelihood by growing wheat, and there
were many men in the State growing
wheat for a livelihood. The utmost diffi-
culty was in getting produce to market
at such a price as to be a profit, and
give people a decent living.  Agrienl-
tural  railways were built out of loan
funds, and to some extent the roads were
feeders to the railways; without the
roads the railways wonld not be of as
great benefit to the State as they were
with them. He did not offer this as an
excuse for the building of these works
out of loan funds generally, but in times
of stringency, vather than keep these
very necessary works from the people,
the Government were entitled to infringe
a principle.

Question (the amendment being out of
order) put and passed. ’

Title, Preamble—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment; re-
port adopted.

Third Reading.
Bill read a third time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Couneil.

DEBATE—ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Sixth day.

Resumed from the previons day.

The HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
J. Mitchell) : T desire to confine mv ve-
marks to the department over which I
preside.  As members know, I have at-
tempted to do my duly during the recess,
andl [ have endeavoured 10 see a great



Address-in-Reply :

deal of the State and have travelled with
that decire. On  every haud one
finds evidences of prasperity, and far-
mers almost without exception are
doing well just now. During my
travels I saw various portions of
the Siate, and when we remember
that our rainfall ranges from between
50 inclies to 9 inches, one readily under-
stands that agriculture takes many
forms, and T have found the pcople
succeeding. I had the pleasure of visit-
ing the South-West with the Treasurer
vecenily, and we found a very hopeful
state of affairs existing. We travelled
through the country whieh the Govern-
ment fo some extent improved a few
years ago, and the work done in that
connection has given a very good result
indeed. The country in that distriet is
of course very suitable for dairying, and
we were there with the idea of estab-
lishing and encouraging that industry
to some extent. The hon. member for
Mount Magnet {Mr. M. F. Troy) chal-
lenges the statemeni I have made with
regard fo the ecapability of that great
Bouth-West for dairying  purposes.
But I do not think the member knows
what he is talking about or he would
not have made that statement. At any
rate we found plenty of evidence to
justify me in saying that this disiriet
promises to become one of the greatest
butter-produecing  distriets in  Austral-
asin. We have not to go very far frum
Perth to find men who started in a very
sinall way suceeeding on the land, and
in one district T came across a man who
Lhad been a jockey but who had now
piven up riding and has taken to eab-
hage growingz. Some members doubt if
the couniry will respond to the work of
the men without money, but we find it
is doing so and the most suecessful
people probably we have are those who
have taken up lands and are endeavour-
inr to work them. It is said a great
deal of the land along the railway front-
ages 1s still unused. That is a fact
unforlunately, but it is not only the big
holder who is at fault. The great eul-
prit is the small holder. 1 do not blame
the small holder hecause he cannot im-
prove his lands for want of means, yet
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we have endeavoured to do everythinyg
that ean be evpecied of any Govern-
ment fo cnable peuple to work on the
land. We have done many things which
have not met with the approval of every
member, and T would just say in this
connection that it is very pleasant for
me to find that the work of the Agricul-
tural Department has come in forsomuch
attention. Members have said a great
many things that were very nice, and
they have said many things that might
just aswell have been left unsaid. Bnt
that is to be expected. Everyone in this
worldl who does things is bound to come
in for eriticism, and [ should be sorry
indeed that the whole of my work met
with the approval of ali members of the
House. I should not be doing my duty
if I did not make someone squeak. It
is almost as mueh pleasure to have some
criticism that is not pleasant from mem-
bers of the Opposition benches. I want
to say that the department has been
alive to its duties. We have endeavour-
ed to do the hest we possibly ean for
the people of the State, and for the de-
velopment of the natural industries of
the State. The officers of the depart-
ment have been perfectly alive: I be-
lieve evervone 15 as enthusiastic in the
diseharge of his duties as I am. At
any rate, I know this, the Under Sec-
retary, who is acting as direetor just
now, has been particularly bard-worked
during the past 12 months, and the re-
sult of his work is making itself felt to-
day. At any rate, T may say without
fear of eontradiction, there is a very
hopeful feeling about as te the possi-
bility of agricultural development.
People who were doubtful 12 months
ronths ago as to the possibility
of doing mueh with our land, arve
some of our warmest supporters in
the work which we have now in hand.
We liberalised the Agrienlfural Bank
Aet last session, and the liberalised
measure came into force on the 1st
February last. Previous (o the 1st
February we bad advanced £749,000.
Just three-quarters of a million bhad
gone inte the work of developing the
agvienltural lands of this State prior to
the 1st February last. Sinee that date
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we have received 1,067 applications for
£150,000, and we have approved of 800
loans amounting to £112,000. We are
just at this mement paying away each
month about £20,000 for work done. I
think that £20,000 a month is doing a
power of good ; at any rate it is bound
to make for good in the near future
when the resnit of this work now being
done will be felt with the increased pro-
duction which it will mean will he placed
o our markets, The resnlt of our
operations for the year will mean a
profit of something like £4,500. When
it is remembered that we are trading
with a very small margin and that our
work is simply intended to bhe a work
of assisting the people to develop their
lands and not to make a profit, I think
members will agree with me that the re-
sult is very satisfactory. Perhaps I
can speak with some degree of authority
in  connection with the work done
by this institution. T have seen the re-
sult of advances taken up by people
from this bank all over the State, and
especially in the dry distriets of the
State. TUnfortunately in some of the
districts the people who should suppori
the institution, who should encounrage
others te borrow money that they can
get at five per cent. and that they have
not to pay baek for 30 years, have heen
antagonistic. They have written against
the institution and talked against it, and
the result is that the districts that mostly
need the money—and the distriet repre-
sented by the Treasurer is one of the dis-
tricts—have not awakened to the faet that
we have money to lend. They have not
awakened to the fact that if they will use
the money they will reach the prosperity
to whieh their district entitles them. How-
ever, the work is going on and the insti-
tution is doing noble work, T notice that
some of my friends who were not quite in
accord with me when I moved for the
liberalisation of the Act last year are now
talking somewhat hetter. I like a man
who talks something better, no matter in
what connection, and if a more liberal
measure, one that is more likely to make
for good, can be produced it will have my
support ; but. I doubt if anything more
liberal than this bank of ours is in exist-
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ence in any part of the world. We find
from it all the money necessary to start
a man with energy, provided he has the
right land and that he knows semething
about his business. The Leader of the
Opposition, I think, said that we should
go a bit farther, that we should provide
for machinery and for things of that
nature to enable a man to earry on after
he has cleared his holding. That was all
very fine, but I consider that we do quite
enough, and I am cuite certain that we
could not do more than we are doing with
safety, if the funds of this State are not
to be lost in carrying on the work. A
good deal has been said in regard to our
State farms. I would like to say what I
consider a State farm should he, It
should be a working model, and it
should be doing the work that the district
in which the farm is sitnated is best suited
for. That is to say, if we go to a wleat
district, wheat shounld he grown on com-
mereial lines; the farm should he made to
pay as a wheat farm; and to do that,
one would need to farm on commer-
cial lines. There is a wihimum
that may be dome at a profit. It
is quite impossible to make money
at wheat on a small area, but it
is quite possible to make a econ-
siderable amount of money if the land
is used to the best estent, that is, if the
nan does on his area what sliould be done
by one man to make money out of it. It
should be the daty of the State farm to
provide a working model, Everything
on the farm should be just what the
smallest farmer in the distriet would have
to do to make money. I hold that a
farm of 640 acres is small enough for any
man in our better wheat districts, and T
think that if it is a State farm there
should be 640 acres cleared, and there
should be the necessary plant to work if,
with a certain number of sheep and other
things that go to make a mized farm,
When T took over these farms T foind
that they were not expected to pay, that
they were not expected to be working
nmodels, and that they were not expected
to show what should be done in the dis-
trict, but that they were more or less for
experimental purposes. I think that is
entirely wrong. We are bound to do
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xperimental work; it should be done;
mt it is a small thing in connection with
hese farms., We should do, as I said
ust now, what the man adjoining would
ave to do if he wished to make his farm
. success. It should be possible for a
state farm, managed as it should be, to
wroduce almost the maximum guantity of
he product for which the distriet is
uvited, and that seems to me to be the
rork these farms should do. In every
irection in regard to wheat growing,
heep raising, and the dairying that will
e done in these dry .distriets, it should
o all that the area and the work of the
wo men who would be employed are
apable of doing. If that is done, not
nly am 1 quite certain that our State
arms will pay, but I am quite sure they
il do in every regard the work they
re intended to do; and instead of de-
ring to curtail the number of farms,
1 the future I am sure we will have
any of them. They will be pushed out
ito the districts to do pioneering work,
ad they will he set up in our more set-
ed distriets in order that people may
2 encouraged to follow on lines which
ake for commercial farming. Of
mrse there was a time when the farmer
ent along in a happy fashion. It was
st necessary for him to face the mar-
st he now has; but the position is
ianged; he has to face the Londen
arket with almust all his produce and
15 to live on the rate London is pre-
wed to pay him. It is the duty of
¢ (Government to prepare the farmers
w what is before them, and we are
separed to do it to the best of our
ility. It is said that we closed down
e Chapman farm. Nothing of the sort
15 happened. All we did was to im-
:ove the method of management, to re-
ice the cost of management, and we
e gradually bringing that State farm
the position we consider a State farm
ould ocenpy. I wish to say right here
at the farm is in the wrong place, and
it had been a success when I took over
e management of the department I most
suredly would have advised it to be
ssed down; but it had not heen a sue-
55 and I am not inelined to let go there
itil we have attempted to make a sue-
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cess of it. When we have made it pay,
when I consider it bas done the work I
consider it should do, if T control the
department I shall most certainly move
on. There is no reason why it should
not be done; there is every reason why
it should. Some reference bhas heen
made to the method we adopted to sell
some old horses from the Chapman farm.
The thing is bardly worth bothering
about, but I can assure the House that
we got full value for the horses. They
were useless, we did the right thing in
selling them, and if we had to sell them
again the same course would be adopted.
At any rate so far as that farm is eon-
cermed we are doing hetter than we have
ever done before, and at just about half
the cost compared with when I took over
the farm. [3fr. Baik: It is not the sale
of the borses that is ohjected to, but the
secrecy displayed.] There was no seerecy
at all. The farm at Narrogin, as mem-
bers know,is the place where we attempt
fo educate students. I am notin faveur

of the present system, but it was
in force when I came to the con-
frol of the department, and the

present system had to continune for some
time because we had obligations to fulfil;
but I think young men of this State,
and I believe the young women of this
State, should be provided with means to
aeguire an agricultural education neces-
sary to fit them for the life most of the
people in this State desire to follow;
and I think we might do a greal deal
worse than provide the necessary educa-
tion on these farms of ours. The Narro-
gin farm is well situated for that pur-
pose. I think we should confine our
teaching there to young men of the soil,
and to young men whoe will without dnubt
be in a position to become farmers when
their education is finished; hut we can-
not come to a permanent decision in this
all at once. We have oblizations to ful-
fil. We have eight yvoung men there
under conditions, and we have to keep
them there for the present. However,
the XNarrogin farm is doing mueh better
than it ever did before; the expenses are
less, and we arve doing a great deal
more work. The farm there can be made
not only to pay but it can also be made
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an object lesson which can be eopied
with advantage by the people of the
State. We have a farm at Nangeenan.
It is in the process of making; it is a
comparatively new place and we bave to
develop it before we can expect a result.
I believe 1t will pay, and handsomely,
in the near future, but we bave to come
to a state of affairs that will permit of
money-making before we make it. Until
we have the land cleared and fenced
there is no chanee of turning it into ae-
count. A good dea! has been said about
the miller and the price of wheat, and I
think the Leader of the Opposition advo-
cated a State mill in the centre of the
agrieultural distriets. That is all right
I do not mind his advocating a State
will, and T think if it s in the right
place aud is let to a good man who will
run it well it might do some good; how-
ever, I want to refer to the price
wheat has brought during the past year.
We have not done as well as people in
the East for many reasons. The miller
has been attacked, but as a matter of
fact, I am sure that for the past four
vears the farmer hag had full value from
the miller. I do not say that he had full
value this year, but I can say that he
had more than the value last year and
that the thing has not averaged foo well
for the owner of the mill. It has been
rightly said that we should endeavour
to prevent the continuation in the future
of the state of affairs that has existed
in the past year. I agree with thestate-
ment that the producer should not only
get cash for his produce, but that he
shounld also get the best possible price
obtainable for it. With regard to the
price of wheat during the past year,
owing te the faet that it was known that
there was a considerable amount for ex-
port this year the freight on wheat was
reduced, and that was in some measure
very helpful to the producer. Notwith-
standing that, bowever, the producers
were not able to get on the wharf at Fre-
mantle a price equal to that which was
obtained on the wharves at Adelaide and
Melbourne. This state of affairs existed
for the greater portion of the year, and
the price for our farmers was at least
3d. less than that prevailing in the
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Eastern States. That ean be aceounted
for to some extent by reason of the
freights. It goes without saying that the
people in the East, who have many ships
calling at their ports, are ahle to get
nauch cheaper freights than here. One
reason is that the vessels are able to get
good back loading. We have had very
few ships calling here in the past, owing
to the faet that the quantities of wheat
for shipment have been small, and there
is not muech inducement for them to come.
However, this will be rectified in the near
future, and I believe.we will have some
700,000 or $00,000 bushels of wheat to
ship this vear. I have no doubt that
some of the wheat buyers of the Eastern
States will find their way here this year,
and probably establish branches of their
business in this State, and thus
we shall obtain advantage of the
market whiech has been exploited by
them for the last few years. As a wheat
produeer I do not fear the future at all.
It seems to me that the outlook is ex-
ceedingly bright this year, and that we
shall get good prices and good crops.
The present trouble is sure to right it-
self. We expected the trouble, knowing
it was coming, for such a state of af-
fairs always exists at the time when a
country is trying to build up an export
trade. Farmers were all more or less
prepared for the existing state of affairs.
One great good has arisen from the
trouble, and that is that the farmers are
going in for keeping stock in addition to
wheat growing. This will enable them
to live even if their wheat erops are not
quite so satisfactory as they should be.
The Government are determined to ad-
vance the dairying industry, and with
that object a great deal of work has been
done during the past six months. We
have brought to the State a dairy expert
in the person of Mr. Kinsella, who has
had a very wide experience in Canada
and New Zealand, and has been most sue-
cessful in his work in both ecountries. He
is here now and is at present engaged in
having a lock round the various distriets.
T am sure his work will be of the greatest
possible value to the people who desire
to engage in the dairying industry. The
Government recognise that this industry
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should be encouraged, remembering as
they do that we are importing £1,000
worth of butter a day in addition to
about £175.000 worth of tinned and pre-
served milk a year. e consider it our
duty to endeavour to advance the dairy-
ing industry to the fullest possible extent.
As you know we have decided to put up
a few milking machines througheut the
State, and to provide by that means an
objeet lesson to the farmers who have not
in the past had a chanee of becoming ex-
perts in mechanieal milking. [3Mr. Scad-
dan: You are a terrible socialist.] I am
glad that I am not the socialist that the
hon. member is. In addition to these
milking machines we are encouraging the
erection of silos. Hon. members will re-
member that Vietoria is prospering very
greatly because of the dairying industry,
and that during the last three years that
State has exported ahout £40,000,000
worth of produge. Surely therefore the
work of enconpaging the industry is well
worth undertaking. If dairying is placed
on a good footing in this State it will
absolutely revolutionise the agricultural
indostry. In -addition to doing these
things we have determined to import
dairy eattle. There has been a lot of
criticism levelled at us and our methods,
but we have done exceedingly well. As
you know I sent Mr. Gull to the Eastern
States to buy ecattle for us. This was not
the member fur Swan-—although the latter
went with his brother and, at his own ex-
pense, did work for us for which I am
much obliged. {dr. Angwin: His brother
then wae not a dummy, as reported?]
Anyone who attempts to advanee the in-
terests of the State is liable to be at-
tacked of eourse, but I do not think it is
a fair thing. If some of the hon. mem-
bers had gone to the Eastern States and
had helped to buy cows, they would not
have been doing any less for the country
than by remining over here. The member
for Swan assisted in selecting these cows,
many of which have arrived and have
proved satisfactory. We are getting ap-
plications day by day for them. and we
have received something over 500 already.
When you remember that we import each
year the produce of 40,000 cows you will
see we shail have a tremendous sirug-
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gle before we can overtake our own
consumption. [(Mr. Troy : What
did yon pay Mr. Gull's brother?]

These eows have come, and are com-
ing week by week, and we are
endeavouring to find people who are on
the land and willing to make butier.
Suarely it wounld be a great thing to put a
eow on every farm, no harm could be
done, and so far as I can see great good
would result from the adoption of such
a2 course. Tlie wmoney for the purchase
of the cow is seeured, and the Govern-
ment run no risk of losing on the ven-
ture. We liope that the result of the
action of the department will be that
we will save to this State the large sum
of money which goes out every year to
pay the butter bill of the people. Apart
from the auestion of butter, it would be
a great thing te provide the people of
this State with a goud and wholesnme
mik supply, instead of our having to
import thovsands of pounds’ worth of
preserved milk. It has heen said that
I have sold these cows fo dairymen in
Perth. The people who said that de not
know what they are talking about, and
only wanted to say something against the
scheme. J would like to put a ecow into
every backyard in the State if I had the
money to do so, for it would not do a
bit of harm. The suggestion of an hon.
member that I was filling up the dairy-
men’s yards with these cows may after
all do good serviee ; for it would be a
good thiug to put a stop to the importa-
tion nf the large guantity of preserved
milk each year,and enable the local dairy-
men to provide the people with a good
and wholesome supply of fresh milk.
Probably I may turn my attention to
that side of the question later on and sce
whether people near Peith desire to
start the dairying business. To object
to this scheme of the Government’s is
hardly soecialistic, because the objeetion
can only come from peoplc who are now
interested in the business. Some dealers
of course are objecting to the importa-
tion of these cows by the Government,
but if they are to be joined by the mem-
hers on ihe Opposition side, I am afraid
I shall have to become a soeialist so that
I may be in opposition to them., We
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intend to keep this business going if we
¢an, and so long as I am in conirol of
the department and my political chief
says I may go shead, I will continve to
follow the lines that I am at present
adopting. I mean to do the thing which
I think will be of advantage to the State.
In adition to enmeouraging this dairying
business I am also determined to en-
gourage the production of lambs for ex-
port. T would like to tell hon. members
that this business is a very much easier
one than dairying. The latter, it is true,
provides a weekly cheque, and that is a
consideration. The lamb business is a
grand one for a man who likes to sleep
late ; it is an easy business, and can be
kept going without any trouble, At
present much of the mutton we consume
comes round Cape Leeuwin ; that is not
a5 it should be, and there is no reason
wlhy thousands of pounds should not be
received from London every year for
meat supplied from here, instead of our
paying thousands of pounds for getting
meat from the Eastern States. Lambs
grow very rapidly, and the industry has
extended in the Eastern States in & re-
markable manner. In South Australia
ten yews ago they exported 16,000
tambs, last year the total had inereased
to 248,000. In Vietoria ten years ago
the export was 56,000, last year it was
638,000. The export from New Zealand
during the past ten years has exaetly
doubled itself. In New South Wales
the export in 1898 was 40,000 lambs,
and last year it was 263,000. Queens-
land, like ourselves, are only just enter-
ing into the industry. In 1898 they
exported 200 lambs, and last year they
sent away 20,000. I am very hopeful
of having 25,000 sheep sent away from
this State in the year 1908. To do
that it will be mnecessary to bring
in  sheep. The Agrieultural Bank
Act provides for loans of £100
for breeding stock. We are trying
to use this money for the pur-
chase of sheep, and in order that the
numbers of sheep in the State may be
inereased and new flocks be brought in,
we are endeavouring to prevent one far-
mer from transferring to another, so
that it will be neeessary for those de-
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siring sheep to import them, and thus
the numbers in the aggregate will be
greatly increased. In addition to the
work that is being done by the Agrieul-
tural Bank I am bringing in sheep, as
I hope to receive applications for many
thousands whieh will arrive here about
December next. The people are now
applying for them, and I hope that
every farmer in the State who is de-
sivous of entering into the industry, and
has means to feed the sheep, will obtain
a couple of hundred. We will be able
to give liberal terms, so that the other
work of development which farmers,
who are all new men, have to undertake
will not be stopped. We propose to
sell the e¢ows and sheep on terms ex-
tending over two years. We insist on
obtaining a security, and eharge five per
cent. I elaim that these eows and sheep
will pay for themselves in that time. If
we get the farmers to take them we will
not only be doing a great thing for the
State generally, but will also be assist-
ing very greatly the farmers individu-
ally. The fruit business has increased
manifestly, and this year we will have
almost sufficient to feed ourselves. Last
year we imported £10,000 worth of
apples, but this year the importations
will be very slight. It is our duty to
protect fruit and other growers from the
introduetion of disease of any kind, and
the Government are now taking steps
to do that. We will protect the people
who ave producing, and it is especially
necessary in conneetion with the apple
business that every precaution should
be taken. The apple industry is scat-
tered over a very large area. We have
40,000 acres planted for fruit, but this
is scattered over some 20,000,000 acres.

. Members will thus realise that owing

to the enormous area of fruit-growing
land in the State, as is shown by the
fieures I have just quoted, it is neeces-
sary that the Government should see
that the people who nre desirous of
growing should be protected and the in-
dustry encouraged to the fullest pos-
sible extent. I should like to say some-
thing as to the export trade. As I have
said, producers have now, in some de-
gree at any rate, to face London, and
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to get there they must have proper faci-
lities. I have in mind that we ought
to provide the nceessury facilities for
export at Fremantle for a commence-
ment. It seems to me that we have
there an ideal spot, and that we ought
to ereet grain sheds to collect the wheat
from the farmer, and if necessary make
an advance against it until it is shipped
and sold in London. We should erect
there also fruit-grading sheds, and sheds
in which we ean hall-mark all the stoff
we export. In addition it will be neces-
sary lo erect abattoirs and freezing
works to treat the lambs exported, and
it seems to me that abattoivs for the
metropolitan area might for some time
to ecome be provided af the same place.
Faeilities will be given for the export
of lambs, and there is no reason why
the freezing works, together with the
sale yards and abatioirs attached,
should not be msed for the meat
supply of the metropolitan area. At
any vate, I have it in mind that the
whole of the produce exported by our
farmers will be shipped from that one
point; and I think it will be possible
for us to ensure to the producer the
highest possible price for his goods;
and it ought to be possible to ensure
that the work shall be done so thor-
oughly that our exports will go away
in perfeet order. Much has been said
regarding the proposed freezing works
at Wyndham. I do not think the posi-
tion is at all understood. Some mem-
hers have said the proposal amounts
to subsidising some ‘‘ fat ’’ people who
own stations in the North. All I ean
say is, whilst it may benefit people who
own such stations, I do not think we
ought to mind if it does. [Labour Mem-
ber : The meat ring.] Those who are
called the fat people of the North are
just as much entitled to protection
as any other people. We have offered fo
make an advance of £33,000 to anyone
who will erect freezing-works there un-
der proper conditions; and if the hon.
member likes to take advantage of the
offer we will listen te him. All we ask
is that the freezing-works and canning-
works be erecied. We offer to lend on
the security of the whole works a sum
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not esceeding £35,000. We think the
loan ought to be free of interest for the
first three years, and that for seventeen
years afterwards we ought to collect
interest and sinking fund to wipe out
the amount. The condilions we make
are these: The people who erect the works
will have to agree to a pro rata kil
That is to say, if in the early part of
the season one man wishes to ship 2,000
beasts and another man to ship 3,000,
the owner of the 2,000 will arrange his
kill on a pro rete basis with the man
who has 3,000 to kill. The people who
erect the works will have to agree to kill,
freeze, and ship meat to London at a
certain price. In Queensland that price
is from 13 to 1v%, and our price will
be in accordance with the Queensland
price, plus, of course, the extra cost re-
suliing from the position of the works.
It is not so easy to make conditions for
the control of the canning portion of
the business, but I think that ean be
done. In Queensland it is said that so
mueh per hundred pounds is paid for
the meat used, and it may he possible
to arrange for the meat to be treated
at a price. At all events if the works
are erecied, they will be subject to con-
ditions that will proteet every producer
and every cattle-grower in that country.
This brings me to a point in respeect of
the cattle people of the North. It is said
that they are capitalists. “Well, as pro-
ducers they cannot be monopolists, be-
cause there are many millions of acres
still open in that country. But what does
happen is, the boats which bring eattle
from the North are controlled by a very
few people. The small man in the North
to-day has no chance unless he goes to
the owners of the large stations, who ean
afford to hire the boats and bring their
cattle down. Ave we to leave him in
that position for all time? I think mem-
bers opposite will say he cught to be free,
and I believe the only method of freeing
bim is by erecting these works. e are
willing to listen to anyone who will un-
dertake to do the work we require. We
shall find the money up to £35,000, but
will insist on conditions which, as I said,
will make the works available to every-
one there. But apart from that, in the
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northern country we can produee, not
the 20,000 fat beasts per amnnum for
whieh there is a market here in the South,
but, I think, 200,000 beasts for export.
Now is this country to be denied the
right to produce these eattle? Are we
to limit our pastovalists to the outlet they
have here in the South, where the market
will absorb only some 20,000 beasts? Are
we to let our grass go to waste? [ think
not. I think we ought to turn it to the
best possible account; and it seems to
me that if our people can export any-
thing up to half a-million sterling in
beef, they ought to be encouraged to do
so. It seems to me that an industry
which would bring year by year a large
sum of money to this State is just the
industry we ought to encourage. With-
out freezing-works Wyndham eannot
advance. The preduction of cattle can-
not inerease. one iota, for there is no
outlet. Then, too, it seems fo me that
the guestion has to be faced for another
reason. East Kimberley is a tick-in-
fested eountry, and I am not quite sare
that we sbould not insist on having the
caitle from that distriet killed there. It
does not seem reasonable to sappose that
live heasts brought from Kast Kimber-
ley, covered as they are with tiek, can
arrive in our southern markets in the
condition we are entitled to expect. There
is nothing for it now but to bring the
cattle alive from the North; and unless
we erect freezing-works the cattle must
come here alive, and the production must
be limited to the namber of cattle we in
the South c¢an consume. That is not
right, and personally T shall endeavour
to have these freezing-works erected. It
is a good idea; we offer the terms to any-
one who will build the works; we do not
offer them fo none but the large cattle-
owners in the North. I shall be glad to
receive applieations from anyone who
wishes to negotiate.

Mr. Scaddan: Is it true that you have
promised to subsidise the erection of
freezing-works at Carnarvon also 9

"+ The HONORARY MINISTER: I
have promised to consider the question,
and if the proposal is satisfactory, to
recommend it to my colleagmes. In that
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connection I may say I shall have plea-
sure, from what I can ascertain, in giv-
ing that work encouragement,

Mr. Seaddan: The member for the
district made the announcement, and yon
never contradicted it

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1
shall be glad to assist in the erection of
works there, because we realise that it
is a great sheep-produecing country, and
we know that the money spent by the
squatters there in boring for artesian
water has altered the face of the country.

Mr. Scaddan: He states you are pre-
pared to subsidise them pound for pound.

The HONORARY NMINISTER: As
T said, the member for the district did
see me, and I told him I was prepared
to consider the matter, and if the pro-
posal was satisfactory, to recommend it
to Cabinet; and that I am prepared to
do. What is more, almost every day
somieone comes to me with a scheme;
someone wants assistance to develop an
and I always listen atten-
tively to these applieants, and inguire
most theroughly into the suggestions, no
wmatter whence the application ecomes,
We in the Agricultural Department real-
ise it is onr duty to listen to the people
who want to do things.

Mr.. Seaddan: Why did you not listen
to the agriculturists at Katanning, when
they wanted assistance to erect a mill?

The HONORARY MINISTER: It
15 our duty to help the people who
onght to be assisted. We are always
wrong, in the opinion of our friends
oppesite (Labour side). When we do
things we are wrong, and when we do
not we are wrong. We can never please
themy, and for my part I have given up
trying. Now let me refer once again to
the milling question. The Leader of the
Opposition (Mr. Bath) suggested that
we free certain farmers from the neces-
sity of paying a high price for the pro-
docis of their wheat, by erecting one
State mill. Of course he was wrong in
that, for such a mill would be so far
from most of the producers that they
would be unable to use it. True it is
that many millers, some millers anyhow,

«collect from the farmer just the two
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freights which the millers have mnever
paid. In my own case I wenl to a mil-
ler and asked for a quote for 50 tons
of bran. When bran was £4 2s. 6d.,
Fremantle, he said “£4 12s. 6d., Nor-
tham ”; and for wheat at Fremantle
2s. 11d. when at Nortbam it was 2s. 8d.
I protested, and said, “You ought not
to collect these two freights.” The reply
was, “ That is my opportunity. Yon
bad me last year, and now I am poing
to make you pay this” That was the
only point made by the deputation which
eame to me from Wagin: that they
were obliged to pay the two freights
which the miller was not called upon
to pay. They had to sell him their
wheat at a low price, and take the pro-
duce "at a much higher price than the
men at Fremantle paid. That is of
course unfortunate, but it seems to me
we camnot erect a mill in every centre.
The present milling capaeity is more
than sufficient for the reguirements of
the State, more than sufficient to grist
all the wheat we produce to-day. Of
course this is a vexed question; but
members ought to realise that it is quite
impossible to subsidise people who wish
to erect mills at every agricultural cen-
tre in the State. There seems to be little
more for me to say on the question of
agricultural development; but I should
like to remark before sitting down that
the work of encouraging produection is
being attended to in the hest possible
manner by the officers of my department.
We claim that we have done much with
this object in the past, and we hope to
have our organisation so perfected that
in the very near future we shall be able
to overtake the requirements of the coun-
try. We hope to be able to obviate the
necessity for importing the two million
pounds’ worth of foodstuffs each year,
that our export trade will grow rapidly,
and that the position of affairs here will
be much as it is in the East. We know
that the prosperity which the Eastern
States mow enjoy results simply from
the development of their agrieultural re-
sources. Healising that, we believe that
the same results will follow here; and we
are doing all we can to achieve that ob-
ject.
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Mr. J. A 8. STUART (Leonora) :
Witk all the diffidence and modesty of the
junior member of the Assembly, with
the esception of the member for Gerald-
ton, I desire to offer a few remarks on
the subject of our discourse. I was not
present to hear the Speech of His Ex-
cellency delivered ; and I bope the time
will airive and that I shall be long
enough in the House to be present at
the opening of a session when a good
deal of this may he eliminated. I look
on the Address-in-Reply 2s something in
the nature of a waste of time. If I were
touking for a fext as the subject of my
discourse this evening, I would be re-
minded of a notice which we have seen
posted in some towns where reclamation
works are going on, “ All kinds of rub-
hish may be deposited here.” I look on
this—I may be wrong—as an oecasion
when all subjects may be discussed,
whether necessary or unnecessary. In
His Excellency’s Speech there are re-
marks to the effect that the February
session was not held because many mem-
bers were absent from the country.
That is putting the cart hefore the horse.
I think that members were absent beeanse
the February session was not held ; and
had the February session been called
none would have been so unwise as lo
be absent. I regret that instead of hav-
ing a deliverance from the Premier in the
shape of a 100-ton gun with regard to
the business of this session, we have had
so many who seem to have a share in the
Premiership going about with pea-rifles,
each firing in his own direction. That
i the most flattering comparison I ecan
make. [Mr. Taylor : You do not call
that a pea-rifle at Kalgoorlie, do you 3]
Comisg to another subject in the Speech
of His Excelleney, I note that His
Majesty’s representative speaks in terms
of congratulation of the gold yield. I
do not think there is much to eongratu-
late the country on in regard to the min-
ing industiy of Western Australia at
the present time, for the yield is decreas-
ing ; and it is disappointing that the
Premier in his poliey speech said that the
policy of the Government in the future
would be to be more sparing in the assist-
ance to prospeetors, and to have greater
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«diserimination. T think that greater dis-
crimination is necessary ; but instead of
a cheeseparing policy in this direction,
something in the direction of liberality,
greater liberality than in the past, is
called for in order io place the mining
industry on a proper footing. The para-
praph relating to the Mines Department
and referring to the labour conditions
on leases—that they should be abrogated
or praetically abolished altogether—is
one that will not meel with favounr in the
part of the eountry from which I hail.
1 think that not only the labour unions
but the leaseholers’ assoeiations will
oppose this propesed imovation. The
most erying shame at the present time,
especially around Kalgoorlie, is the great
amount of land locked up and held by
ecompanies and not worked ; and I think
that if these proposals to make the la-
bour conditions move liberal than at
present—if the labour conditions are
abolished—it will practically be giving
the fee simple to the people, and greater
areas will be idle and the genuine worker
and miners will be driven farther afield.
This is a matter of very great moment
to the whole of the goldfields, and T think
the Minister for Mines would have shown
a better fighting spirit bad he delivered
the speech in which he outlined this inno-
vation on the goldfields rather than
among the farmers at Newecastle. The
Governor’s Speech contains the flattering
veference that each man on the gold-
fields produced #£435 a year. This is a
fruity item, and sounds well in statis-
tics ; but I think this money is being won
at too great a cost, and to counterbalance
that item should be some mention in the
Speech relating to the Mines Department
outlining some assistance to themen earn-
ing that money. I know that thisisone
of the items brought most prominently
before me, the cost in human lives at
whieh this weaith is being earned. I
think it would be a very praiseworthy
aetion on the part of the Minister for
Mines if he would outline some scheme
sueh as is in existence in the other States
for forming the nuclens of a worn-out
miners’ fund. Miners’ eomplaint, owing
to the inereased depth of the mines, is
heeoming alarmingly prevalent. A man

[ASSEMBLY.]

Sizth day.

who, in the natural ecourse of things and
under natural eircumstances of work
would live to G0 or 70 years of age, is
practically a worn-out man when he
should be in his prime. It is the expen-
ence of most goldfields members to be
accosted in Perth by some whom they have
known in Kalgoorlie or elsewhere on the
fields a few years ago, then hale, hearty
men, as good physieal specimens as could
be found anywhere, down here, old before
their time, broken down and looking for
admission to the Old Men’s Home to end
their days. It is not right, and T think
while we may congratulate owrselves on
the amount paid in dividends, on the
amount of wealth produced, we are over-
looking the faet that this is being pro-
duced at a too great eost in human lives.
Under the conditions in which men are
working on the flelds, we are hringing into
existence a short-lived race. Many gold-
fields members will bear me out that
miners’ eomplaint is more prevalent than
medieal authorities give eredit for. In
many instanees this complaint is credited
with being something else. I have listened
with a great amount of pleasure to the
speech of the Honorary Minister (Mr.
Mitehell) in relation to agrienltural de-
velopment; and I think he is the most
candid on the Treasury bench so far. I
ean hold with a good deal he has said, but
I cannot agree with him when he says
there is evidenee of prosperity on every
hand. T see evidences of depression, and
I think the results of the past few months
will bear me out in that. I wonld like to
point out to the Honorary Minister that
his departmment is suffering from a want
of Yankee-like cuteness in advertising, I
will give him an example. Quite recently
a man who had selected land worked on it
till his capital was exhausted. He did
not know that when he required stock he
could get an” advance from the Agrienl-
tural Bank, and instead of doing that he
left his land and went back to the gold-
fields to work and obtain more money.
Another man with a few hundred pounds
to spend came to Perth to po on the land.
He wandered about Perth for a few days;
no one seemed to care whether he went on
to the land, or to the East or somewhere
else.  But the Midland Company seem
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to have more up-to-date methods. They
got hold of him, with the result that he is
now on their land. These items should
claim the atiention of the Minister in
charce of the department. I cannot say
I am very enthusiastic about the Minister's
propusal to export lambs. It seems that
we shall be sending the lambs away and
living on rabbits ourselves if this proposi-
tion is carried out.  We should first try
to supply the local market and so reduce
the price of lambh. I believe the Honor-
ary Minister is on the right track and
woing in the right direction when he talks
about greater facilities for agricultural
education. A few years ago it was be-
lieved that no edueation was necessary for
agrieulture; that all that was needed were
mainly strength and stupidity. But we
are now on the threshold of seientific
farming. I hope every possible faeility
will be given those who desire to go on
the land and Dbe as up-to-date in their
methods as the people in the other
States are. ALy experience on the gold-
fields shows me that fully 25 per cent. of
the pecple werking in the mines would
be far better employed on the land, if
there were good management and good
administration to get those people there.
Although en this {Oppositien) side of

the House, I am justified in giving the

Minister a pat on the back for the idea
be has given of greater facilities for
agricultural edueation. With regard fo
the freezing works loan of £35,000, un-
til the hon. member spcke to-night [ was
under the impression that this was a sort
of ** Kathleen Mavourneen *7 lpan, ** It
may be for years; it may be for ever.’’
The only remark I have to make about
it since the Minister has spoken giving
us the date of the loan and some idea
of the proposal is that T hope the safe-
enards mentioned may he instituted.
From my experience of these safe-
guards as thev are inserted when a con-
cession is granted, or when the agree-
ments are drawn up, they are all right
but they are religiously ignored in prac-
tice. I may only mention in that con-
nection, to prove the necessity for eave
in these matters, the taet that in all the
timber concessions—at least in all the
timber tramway concessions—which have
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been pranted these eonditions have been
overridden without exception. These
companies when granted the concessions
are tied down to earry for small eon-
tractors according to regulations to he
fixed by the Commissioner of Railways.
But if the Commissioner stubbonly re-
fuses to fix the rates it means that the
holders of the concession may charge
the small contractors what they like. [
am afraid that if these safeguards wilh
regard to the freezing proposals are not
insisted upon sowmething similar will
oceur. As (o the Rurrawang Railway,
a eonlractor eniting sandalwood s
charged outrageous prices for haulage
in striet defianee of the Commissioner’s
regulations; and one timber getler had
to go out of ihe business, as he could
not stand it any longer. I hope this
will not be duplicated in the freezing
proposals. I mnote with pleasure and a
certain amount of enthusiasm a remark
about the stock route from Kimberley
to the Eastern Goldfields. That wiil
open up an asset of the State te which
most members here are somewhat in-
different and do not know a great deal
about. I have travelled over a good
deal of that country, and I say that
until I did I knew nothing of the re-
sources there awaiting development.
Anything that is done to bring the pro-
ducer of caiile and other stoek in the
North-West into closer communication
with the eonsumers on the goldfields
should have the hearty support of mem-
bers of this House. Anyone iravelling
from anywhere north of Southern Cross
or going towards the North-West must
at times have been struck as to what is
coing to be the future of all the waste
areas in that direction; and any measure
towards opening up wells and improving
the faecilities for bringing stock down
are well worthy the consideration of
this House. There is a lot of cattle
country in that direction, better for
fattening perhaps than the country in
the South-West. It may be heresy to
say that; but the cotton-wond and salt-
bush ecuntry up there is worth exploit-
ation. I say I heartily support any pro-
position for bringing stock down to the
goldtields. In the bhack eouniry we are
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suffering a great deal from want of
communication, Jf the telephene system
were installed to the northern towns,
say from IKalgoorlie northwards, it
would give a great wmount of econveni-
ence and much business could be trans-
acted that otherwise eould not be done.
When the telegraph is off, in the case of
a breakdown, or sickness or an aceident,
we are practically isolated till the nexi
day. I think the amount of money re-
quired to introduce the telephone sys-
tem in these towns would be amply jus-
tified. I would like to say a few words
in regard to the Railway Department.
It becomes necessary beeanse of the
number of eomplaints one has to listen
to at every turn; and though I am not
in favour of the appointment of a Com-

missioner, I would certainly hail with-

satisfaction almost any proposition to
do away with the present unsatisfactory
state of affairs on the railways. It is
not from one section alone that com-
plaints arise: they come from commer-
cial men and from practically anyone
who has dealings with the railways. I
believe that if an expert, not with the
powers of a Commissioner, eould be ap-
poinled under direet Ministerial eontrol
and responsible in the ordinary way to
this House, very much good could be
done. Some of the most absurd items
that could be mentioned are continu-
ally cropping up, items which may seem
-small but which are continual pin-points
-of irritation. The charge for demurrage
on the goldfields is double what it is
on the coast. Is that a fair thing? I
ask if the people in the back eountry,
who have practically all the disadvan-
tages of being at a distance from the
capital and from all the softer and
refining influences of civilisation,” are

to be penalised in this way with
no redress 9 T eould give a list
from here to Fremantle of the

-small, petty annoyances that could be
avoided. Another item which the Min-
ister of Railways should take in hand
is that the various branches of the ser-
viece are not working hand in hand. I
can give an example of that. An engine
with a brake van attached leaves Leonora
a few minutes before noon, but if T wish
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to go from Leonora to Malcolm I canuot
go by that train for the reason that the
traffic and ioco. departmenfs do not
agree. I have to drive or walk to Mal-
colm fo ¢ateh the train there. That is a
petty annoyauce the inhabitants of that
locality have to put up with simply be-
cause the two brancles of the serviee do
not work hand in hand. With regard to
retrenchment, we have to regretfully
agree that if the volume of business for
the railways is shrinking, retrenchment
is necessary, but we should see that this
retrenchment is done fairly and squarely
all round. -If the outdoor staff is to be
retrenched it naturally follows logically
that the elerieal and supervisory staff
should be reduneed also. Farther than
that T do not think it is possibie to go.
There is, however, au idea abroad that
these retrenchments ave not being done
with that objeet in view, and with the
permission of the Fouse T would like
to read a sample of the retrenched rail-
way man’s letter. It is addressed to me
dated the 10th July, and says:—

“I have just reeceived notice that
after the 23rd July my services are
no longer required. No reason is as-
signed, whether it is a matter of pun-
ishiment for some wrong I have com-
mitted or, as it appears to De a well
founded rumour, that retrenchment is
the cause. 1 have written to the Chief
Mechanical Engineer per my immediate
superior, asking his reasons for thns
dispensing with my services. Con-
sidering that my period of employment
amounts to 4 years and 10 months, I
think, in fact I am quite sure, that if
retrenchment is the reason for this-
move, there are » great number of
vounger hands in the service than my-
self; and if the pruning knife has to
be applied, why not start at those whose
term of service is the lowest? Seeing
that T and a good few more who have
recetved notice originated from the
workshops, T think it would have been
more just if we bad been transferred
back to the shops and younger hands
dispensed with.”

I think any man who has been five years
in the service has reason to ask why his
services are dispensed with. There is
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another idea, that the retrenchment pro-
posals may lead to the victimisation of
employees who perhaps are undesirable
to the heads of the service. I hope the
Minister will keep his eve on anything
like that. I dare say these men, as most
would do, feel hurt at having their ser-
vices dispensed with, but it is to be hoped
that returning prosperity will enable the
Railway Department to again employ
those who are now retrenched. We have
had a lot of criticism of the railway ser-
viee in Western Australia. We bad
Senator Neild from the East who was
most pathetic in his references; but as
it happened, I was speaking to a busi-
ness man in Western Australia who,
after a residence of 12 years, went right
through the Eastern States sampling
their railwav systems; and he assured
me that there was nothing in the whole
of the Commonwealth that could compete
with the express service to Kalgoorlie.
He was enthusiastic in thai direction;
and I think it is only fair when we are
finding fault, that we should at least
give a word of praise. With reference
to the amendment of the Eleetoral Act
outlined in the Governor's Speech, in-
cluding so-called preferential voting, I
certainly hope to see something in the
shape of an amendment introduced; but
from the information I can gather, this
proposal for preferential voting is in
a nebulous state and will lead to a great
deal of confusion. It is a question
that requires careful handling.
I notice also that the amendment of the
franchise of the Legislative Couneil is
to be dealt with ; but as there is pos-
sibly no ebanee of an election for some
considerable time, there is-perhaps op-
portunity to have a great deal to say on
that subject before a new franchise will
be called into operation. An amendment
to the Arbitration Act is also outlined,
and the only part in that to which I take
exception is the proposal that bodies of
workers who are not registered may
state cases. I would ask the people whe
are proposing to do tbat to be guided by
the experience of New South Wales where
they have had something similar which
has led to very costly litigation on all
sides. I certainly hope that no proposi-
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tion in that direction will be put forward.
I have many faults to find with the Aect
and its administration, but any alteration
in that direction would, I think, com-
plicate matters and make the present
confused state worse than it is. An-
other item mentioned in the Governor’s
Speech is an amendment to the liquor
law, and this is a subject that many
people are somewhat afraid to handle.
I bave heard various speeches from the
different representatives of the Govern-
ment in the country, and I notice that
they are not harmonious or unanimous in
their propositions. The idea I have in
my mind is that it is necessary, consider-
ing the different climatic conditions and
circumstances under which the people on
the goldfields live, to have a different
Act working there from that which would
suit on the coast. Anyone understanding
the circumstances under which the people
Iive in both places will, I think, agree
with me that in places like Perth where
there is any amount of places of recrea-
tion, amusement and entertainment to go
to, the Licensing Aet should be more
sirtetly enforeed. As a matter of fact,.
there is a great amount of hypoerisy in
regard to the administration of the Aet
at the present time, and I think it would
be much better and redound more to the
credit of the Government or whoever is
in charge of this proposed amendment,
to take the bull by the horns and say .
without any subterfuge or sub rosa
business that Sunday trading should be
allowed under certain condition® on the
goldfields. [Mr. Angwin: You want to
stdp your miners from working on Sun-
day 7] I am very deaf, and cannot hear
interjections. I would ask the Govern-
ment to take into consideration the dif-
ferent eonditions under which men live-
in the back country. I do not wish to-
be misunderstood on the point at all.
I cannot find one who will speak out on
one side or the other. Personally I
would not care whether there was not
a new hotel license ever granted; but I
know many men who knock off at
midnight; and if a man comes off from
the 1,900 feet level of the Great Boulder
or the 1,400 level of the Sons of Gwalia

mine, if he could get a drink on the way
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home, the chances are that he would not
get pneumonia, the chances are that he
would benefit from a drvink of that de-
seription. It is a crime o ‘make men
eriminals because they eannot have a
drink after hours, The same applies to
Sundays. I do not wish to traduce the
licensees in this State, but it is a well
known fact, pretty well all over the
State, that Sunday drinking goes on,
and I think it would be far betier if it
. could go on in a straightforward manner
with no hypoerisy, so that a man conld
go in and have a drink without the fear
of being caught and fined for drvinking
after hours. It might take a certgin
amount of conrage for the Government
to do it; but I think in justice to the
people living in the eireumstances I have
described, it would be wise for themn to
do it.  Another item which I think
should be included in this amendment

is in’ regard to the gallon license
business. I know many people who
have licenses to sell six botiles of
beer who do not think it is any
crime to sell one bottle, hut the

law comes down on them, and for the
seeond offence they are Hable to a very
heavy fine and imprisonment. I do not
think it is right to manufacture eriminals
like that. I think the Aet in force in
other States might very well be included
in this Bil}, so that it would be no erime
to sell a single hottle of heer under pro-
per restrictions any more than it is
to sell six bottles. [Afr. Seaddan : Then
they will ask for permission to drink it
on the premises.]
interest in it than this, that I have seen
worthy citizens made eriminals by being
fined for this offence. T .fail to see the
difference. If it is a erime to sell one
hottle, why not for selling half a dozen 2
I certainly hope something in this respect
may be done. [Mr., Angwin : Wipe out
the grocers’ licenses altopether.] I now
come to a question mentioned in the
Speech with regard to tlie construetion
of public abattoirs at Kalgoorlie. T re-
gret very much that the matter has been
allowed to drift to the extent it has. It
is getting to be something criminal, and
there ix someone likely to get hurt aver
it. In justice to ecertain people, how-
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ever, I say I have been advocating the
construction of these abattoirs for some
considerable lime. T fail to see why they
have not been built long since. [The
Minister for Mines : There was trouble
about the site.] The trouble about the
site was lamentable. With all that
country ahout there, two departments got
into trouble about the site. [The Min-
ister for Mines : The fault was with
the loecal people.] I helieve a correct
site was chosen, but I cannot understand
the delay experienced in doing something
in this direction. I have lived on the
fields sufficiently long te know that al-
raost eriminal neglect has been exhibited
in the inspection of meat. During the
last six years I have been round those
slaughter yards many times, and I am
satisfied that many cases of sickness
conld be traced direetly to the eonsump-
tion of diseased meat.

The Minister for Works : Tenders for
the abattoirs will be called this month.

Mr. STUART : I do not wish to re-
flect on the inspector of stock at all. He
is a personal friend of mine, but if he
were not that would make no difference.
He has reeeived much abuse, hut T can
assure the House that it would take six
capable inspectors io see that neo dis-
eased meat is sent out for consnmption.
The various slanghter yards are spread
over an area of seven or eight miles, and
on one occasion 1 acecompanied the in-
spector on a visit to some of these yards.
We started at two o’clock on a Sunday
afternoon and we finished in the bush
about seven miles from Kalgoorlie about
nine o’clock at night. Is it a" fair thing
to ask a man, be he ever so competent,
to carry out properly the duties of a
meat inspector in sueh circumstances. Tt
is a howling favee, but the Government

“are to be commended for having, even

at this late hour, appointed an additional
ingpector. The health of the people on
the flelds practically demanded that
something should be done in connection
with the meat question, for if the work-
ers throughout the State are entitled to
anything it is to pure meat. The people
who supply the butchers on the goldfields
sell the cattle at a certain priee, but they
make no provision that the cattle shall
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he fit for slanghter or suitable for
eating  when slaughtered.  In  these
cireumstances the butchers do  wob

want lo see a earease condemned, for
it is so much loss to them should such
be done. This merely accentuates the
necessity for thorough inspection of the
meat. Another matter which I have been
requested by the people interested fo
bring hefore this House is that of the
anti-betting laws of the State. This is
another question that most hon. members
are chary about referring te. T am fully
aware that it wounld be better for the
WState as a whole to abolish betting alto-
gether, or that, if the speculative ten-
dencies of the people require an avenue,
we may do as olher nations who pexhaps
are more advanced than we are, and intro-
duce a State svstem for those who care to
indulge in betting. At the present time
the position is that certain privileged peo-
ple in the State are allowed to indulge in
betting, but others are threatened with all
the penalties of the law should they be
found breaking the Act. This is grossly
unfair. If the Government put hypoerisy
on one side and say that they will make
an honest effort to stop all gambling and
minimise the speculative proclivities of
the people I will support them, but it is
unfair for them to say that betting will
be prohibited on the Kalgoorlie recrea-
tion ground but allowed at the Kalgoorlie
racecowrse. It is making fish of one and
flesh of another. 1 hope the Government
will see their way clear either to stop the
evil altogether, or disallow the econtinu-
ance of the differential treatment which
is eausing so much trouble on the fields
at the present time. I would not like
any remark of mine to be construed into
the statement that I am in favour of bet-
ting or gambling. T am i favour of
neither, and I would like to see the evil
cleared out of the country. If, however,
it is to be stopped let it be dealt with in
a fair and proper manner. The sports
which are indulged in on the Kalgoorlie
recreation ground are likely to improve
the hreed of the men by encouraging
athletie exercises, and it is much better
to do that than allow the Kalgoorlie rae-
ing elub to license bookmakers. I know
that the latter body are more influential
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than the recreation club, or the unregis-
tered racing elub: but some of the trans-
aetions in horse-racing that have taken
place lately are not of a much higher
standard than is obtainable at the un-
registered meetings. It is lamentable to
think that the Government have taken
the stand of differentiating between the
various sporting clubs. In fairness to
those people who desire to know where
they stand I would ask for some definite
announcement as to the attitude which is
going to be tuken by the Government in
regard to the matter. The people who
are connected with the recreation grovnd
de not want to put their heads into the
net and, if betting at sports meefings is
to he actually prohibited, they are wil-
ling to stop it, but they want all sporting
bodies to be similarly treated. I believe
in reereation for youths who are engaged
in manual toil, and I thoroughly approve
of the motte that a sound body means a
sound mind, and it is well known that
the former is obtainable by means of
athletic exereise. If the Government will
outline a seheme for State control so that
the State will be able fo make a profit’
out of betting instead of permitting the
bookmakers to wear diamonds and their
vietims to live in huis, I will go as far as
any other member. With regard to the
tragedy in my electorate, to which atten-
tion was drawn the other night, T feel
in a certain sense that it is diffienlt for
me to say what I should in this matter.
I refer to the Tower Hill tragedy. T
certainly hope that nothing of the sort
will ever be allowed to oecur again.
Those who know all the circumstances
have spoken to me on the subjeet, and
some of thein went so far as to say that
had they known the law would fail as it
did they world possibly have introduced
“Judge Lyneh” in the district. Tt is =
very serions matter that people who arc
living in the back country should he
talking like that, and it shows that the
stand they take is not without reason.
There is many a wan hoisted at the
triangles, and others who are serving
lengthy terms of huprisonment, who
have less blood on their hands and guilt
in their souls than Gerald Browne. It is
lamentable that we should lose confidenee
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in the jury system and in the laws of the
country beeause of the result of that trial.
There are other eases which I could men-
tion, which provide comparisons with the
one in question. There is that of a kan-
garoo shooter, who was placed on trial
three times, while the man who perhaps
occupied a different position in society
was allowed te go free without trial.
Personally I would prefer to be the kan-
garoa shooter. With regard to boring
for ariesian water in the North-West,
I hope that a consistent effort will be
made on the part of the Government
to undertake this work. The efforts in
this direction made in the past have been
spasmodie and ineffective. In the early
days in Queensland the owners of the
sheep stations had just as much enter-
prise ns the Government here have now.
They rveceived no rcubsidy or assistanee
frem the Glovernment, but.they put down
many artesian bores on their own pro-
perties and were not deterred by the faet
that they had to go down to a depth of
3,000 or 4,000 feet. Here in the past
the Government at times have stopped
work when they have gone down only a
few hundved feet. Some of the officers
of the Geological Department say it is
no good bheoring for artesian water in
certain places. [The Minister for Mines:
Where?  On the Eastern pgoldfields?]
Yes, but in justice to the people living
there T think they might give those dis-
tricts a trial without taking the experts’
advice as being final on the question.
1 was pleased to notice that during recess
certain Ministers visited the country and
endeavoured to' find out the state of
things as they actnally exist there. I
think this is a mest advisable eourse for
them to adopt. I was pleased to see that
the Premier and other Ministers were
up North, and that they were paying
great attention to the outback centres.
T will not refer to the gentleman who
went to Japan, for I cannot finds words
of praise for him, but I am dealing with
those members of the Ministry who travel-
led about in their own State. The only
thing with regard to those visits to which
exeeption can be taken is that certain
promises made have not been fulfilled.
It would he more honest for Ministers to
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say “no” straight out than to leave an
impression that they might agree to
adopt a certain course suggested. [The
Minister for Mines: Be specifie.] Inmy
clectorate it was promised that a reply
would be given with regard to certain
matters within a month; that was in
Mareh last and referved to the war-
den’s court and the wining registrar for
Leonora. No reply has yet been re-
ceived to those requests. At the present
time the honorary magistrates in that
district are placed at the great disad-
vantage of having to take practically all
cases. On one oceasion these magis-
trates went on strike. Such a state of
affairs might be very serious indeed, where
perhaps an innocent man was awaiting
a hearing and was kept there pending
the arrival of a magistrate. Iven when
one is procured perhaps it is a business
man who has to be dragged away from
his work in order to hear the action.
Althongh this matter may be compli-
cated by the faet 1hat the neighbouring
township, where there is a registrar, also
has elaims, there is no doubt that diff-
erent treatment should he meted out te
the distriet which I represent. It is not
fair to ask these honorary magistrates
to do lhe work that the wardens should
do, or to eall upon the police to do the
work that should be done by the mining
registrar. I do not know what argument
can” be used against the making of ap-
pointments to meet this diffienlty, unless
it be economy or vested interests. The
question in my distriet is a burning one.
I do not wish to appear as a parochialist
and I would contend similarly for any
other locality which laboured under such
disadvantages. The policy of immigra-
tion has been ontlined, and I think it is
one that must meet with our disapproval.
The best way to attract the proper sort
of people here is to obtain good, sound
legislation which will bring about such
a state of affairs in the country as will
almost compel people to come here. By
that T mean that, when people are look-
ing for a place ta emigrate to, they will
come here naturally owing to the excel-
lence of the laws. The present super-
ficial effort of trying to attract people
is so much time and money wasted, for
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‘we will get the wrong sort of people.
What we want to do is to be able to
advertise that we are the mest advanced
and up-to-date of the States in the direc-
tion of social and industrial laws. If
such could be done people wouid come
bere in great numbers. With regard to
the railwavs of this State, I think that
‘the Government should consider favour-
ably a railway going north from Leo-
nora. The State Mining Engineer men-
tioned this in his report, and I think that
his reference to it justifies my reading
it to the House. It is as follows:—

“X railway from Mount Magnet ter-
minating at Black Range would be de-
pendent entirely on the latter distriet
for its traffic, and it seems to me ex-
ceedingly doubtful if it would become
a payable concern. The position
would be immensely improved, how-
ever, if the line were continued to con-
nect with the Eastern Railway, which
would lead to a great increase in traffic
between the Murchison Goldfields and
the Eastern Goldfields. This connee-
tion would be very useful for trans-
(port of machinery from one field to
the other, and for business in general.
The passenger traffic wounld be sure to
be considerable, as the convenience
would be grest for business men, in-
vestors, and men seeking employment
on the mines. The line would besides
open valnable mineral country all the
way hetween Lawlers and Mount Mal-
colm, which might be relied on to con-
tribute a fair amount of support.”

I feel justified in making these remarks
in view of the ecircumstances in which
some of themines thereareworked. When
I mention that the Northern Mines, pre-
viously the East Murchison United at
Lawlers, were showing 2 profit on ore
" poing 3dwts. 18 grains, less than 4dwis,,
members will agree that those mines are
entitled to some cousideration, and I trust
they will have that eonsideration when the
railway proposals are hefore the House.
T should like to refer also to an injustice
to temporary clerical employees on the
goldfields. I think it is unfair to ask
them to work there for 10s. a day. I
understand this rate of remuneration is
distinetly” contrary to an Order-in-Coun-
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eil made as the result of a recommenda-
tion by the Puhlic Service Cummissioner,
dated May, 1906, reading as follows :—
“In a recent communication to the
Premier the Public Service Commis-
sioner (Mr. M. E. Jull) submitted a
recommendation in  the following
termns —* I put np herewith a recom-
mendation  that temporary clerical
hands employed in divisions 2 and 3
under the Public Service Regulations,
which divisions for all practieal pur-
poses embrace the goldfields and the
tropies, should be paid at the rate of
12s. a day, instead of at the rvate of
10s. as at present. The rate of 10s.
prevails on the coast, and the Act it~
self says that the raie paid for tem-
porary employment shall be based on
that paid to the permanent officers,
and as the permanent officers have an
allowance varying from 20 per cent. o
30 per cent., it is well within the mark
to fix the rate of pay for adult clerical
hands in the divisions mentioned at
125, per diem. It -will really however
make very little difference to the State,
as there are very few employed. On
the other hand it was very plain to me
when T was on the fields that 10s. a
day, which a few men are now reeeiv-
ing, is altogether insufficient ; and as
the Aet stands we are not, I think, at
liberty to pay them alesser rate than
12s. if the rate fixed on the coast for
similar work is 10s., having regard to
the fact that the permanent officials are
paid allowances. I trust therefore
that this recommendation may com-
mend iself’ The recommendaiion
was approved by the Governor in Exe-
cutive Council.”
The recommendation of the Comumis-
sioner evidently did commend itself, as
an Order-in-Couneil was made that such
men should be paid 12s. per day; but so
far, some of ihem at least eannot get it.
The Commissioner says this is noi a mat-
ter of great imporiance to the Stale, be-
cause not many of these men are em-
ployed ; but that is no reason why, if
there were only one, he should not get the
rate of pay to which the Commissioner
says lhe is entitled. I dare say it is
somewhat ungraciops to have to bring
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up this matter, but this seems to me the
only method of bringing it definitely un-
der the notice of Alinisters, who I trust
will see that temporary eclerical bands
on the fields get what they are entitled
to, without having to leave the service
and sue for it in a court of law. T heard
with great satisfaction the proposal in
the Governor’s Speech to accord due
proteetion to infant life, and I think
there is nothing that should commend
itself more to ws alll. T hope the
proposal  will take definite form,
and that something practical and
beneficial  may  vesult, for infant
mortality, especially on the fields,
is much teo high. A matter I should
like to bring under the notice of the Min-
ister in charge of the Coolgardie Water
Scheme is the necessity for preventing
any possible pollution of the supply. We
have had on the fields several epidemies
which I have reason to believe can be
traced diveetly to some contamination,
either in whole or in part, of that supply;
and I would ask members to counsider in
the interests of the goldfields people what
a calamity would result if the supply did
really become seriously econtaminated.
Without waiting for sueb a calamity,
some action should be faken so that any
existing defects may be promptly reme-
died. T hardly understand whether in
saying that I support the adoption of
the Address, or that T do not, I am
pledging myself to anyihing very ex-
tensive. As I said at the outset, I do
not hold with much of the formality in-
dulged in, and should certainly like to
see it eliminated; but as T am not in a
position to move that we should not
adopt it, I suppose it will be adopted
and we shall get to work later on. I
must say I notice with regret that there
is not either in the speeches of the vari-
ous Ministers nor in the Speech of His
Excelleney the Governor any meniion of
social or indusirial legislation, That is
regrettable  when we consider that
throughout the ecivilised world every
country that bas got beyond the roads-
and-bridges stage is placing legislation
social and industrial on the front of its
platform. Some Governmenis have
had to do so hecanse they were forced
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into doing it, and I am sorprised that
even the present Government did not
see their way to lift a few planks
from the platform of members on
this side, and include them in the
policy speech or in the Speech of
His Exeellency. There lhas been
some talk of a fusion of parties.
Some members have said they see no
difference between this side of the House
and the other. I think there is a yawn-
ing chasm, into whick anyone who tries
to bridge it will fall. So long as the
poliey speech, and the Speech put into
the mouth of His Excellency by his ad-
visers, are so poor and so lacking in
promises of up-to-date legislation, there
must exist a very wide space between
the Government and the Opposition. I
trust that Ministers will say something
definite regarding the betting proseen-
tions now in progress on the fields. Ii
is hardly fair that the people affected,
eitizens of good repute, should not know
whether sueh praetices are or are nob
unlawfol; and I hope that within a few
days some deliverance on the subject will
he made. If the Government eannot
agree to take decisive action and alto-
gether abolish betfing, 1 think {hey
ought to allow it to go on as in the past.
A similar policy was pursued as to the
Licensing Aect. Sunday drinking was
for a while absolutely prohibited; but
apparently the Government were not
prepared fo face the odium which they
would thus have brought upon them-
selves, and now the drinking is going
on, and 15 likely to continue. I thank
the House for the attention extended to
me as a new member. I congratulate
you, sir, on your presiding to-night. This
is the first time I have had the pleasure
of speaking before youn, and I trust that
our association will be harmonious, and
that whatever is done during this session
will tend to the prosperity of the State
and its inhabitants.

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND
RAILWAYS (Hon. H. Gregory): Will
you allow me, Mr. Speaker, with other
members, to congratulate you on the
suecess of your trip and on the health
which you have recovered. I hope that
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good health will long continze. In this
debate the member for Claremont (AMr.
Fonlkes). dealing with the relations ex-
isting hetween the Commissioner of Rail-
ways and the Minister for Railways,
said he desired some system more defi-
nite than that whieh now existed: in
facl. he seemed to prefer Ministerial
eontrol of vur railwayvs rather than con-
trol by the Commissioner. Though there
seems still to he a doubt in the minds
of some. I do not think there ean be any
reasonable doubt regarding the relation-
ship of the Minister to the Commis-
stoner of Railways, The Aet is elear
and distinet. It gives ecertain well-de-
fined puwers to the Commissioner, and
very distinet and well-defined powers
te the Minister. The member for Clare-
nmont referved to many things: the high
rate first charged on the Goomalling-
Dowerin Railway, cases of special ex-
penditure. and the Geraldton strike. In
the Geraldton strike I admit there was
a certain amount of interference, whieh,
go far as the Railways Aect was con-
cerned. was wnwarranted. But as to
the other matters, the vates which are
being charged. and all items of special
expendiiure, the Commissioner under
the Railways Aect has no power to spend
money, nor has he power to make these
rates, without first receiving the ap-
proval of the Minister. It is the duty
of the Minister for the time being to
take the responsibility for his action in
such matters, and I am afrard that in
many instances much odinm was thrown
on the Commissioner which might fairly
have been horne by the Minister him-
self. There are two items of recent
date : one. the reduection in timber
freights, and another the rveduection in
grain freights. These reductions were
entirely the work of the Government
of the day. They were not approved by
the Commissioner, who did not desire
that the rebates should be made; and
the Government alone were responsible
for the action taken. And the same re-
~mark applies to other actions and other
items of expenditure, and in many eases
of special expenditure, that expenditure
has been approved by the J\inister,
under the Aet, before action could he
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taken by the Commissioner himself.
Recently there has heen mueh eriticism
of railway administration, and some
articles have been given to the Press
by a AMr. Chinn. I do not know what
are his qualifications; but whether his
erificisms are good or bad, so long as
we are satisfied that he has endeavoured
to act fairly, and to publish what he
thought was a just and true statement
of the case, then, e¢ven if he is wrong,
we should as far as possible appreciate
these criticisms, for the simple reason
that the more publie eriticism we have
of any department the better for the
community and for the department it-
self.  Publicity should never do any
barm; and I feel sure that any criti-
cism of the Railway Department shonld
do some good. Mr. Chinn’s criticisms
have been replied to at length by the
Aecting Commissioner of Railways, Mr.
Short. 3. Short pointed out the very
great difference that existed between
railway administration in Western Aus-
tralia and railway administration in
Queensland, and T am quite satisfied that
Western Anstralia would not put up
with the Inconveniences that the people
of Queensland do. Travellers from the
Eastern States time after time have
stated that they look on the conveni-
ences here as equal if not better than
those in any of the other States, and I
am certaln our serviee from Perth to
Kalgoorlie is quite as up-to-date, if not
superior, at any rate quite equal to any
other special service there is in any
other State of Australia. What are
the conditions as far as the men are
concerned ¥ Our salaried staff here
averages £160 ls. as against £126 13s.
in the Queensland service, and the ave-
rage of the wages paid in Queensland is
6s. 8d. as against 7s. 8d. here. We only
work our men, with few exceptions,
eight bours a day; that is the standard
time in Western Australia; but in a
few instances where men are nof con-
tinually worked, nine hours is asked.
Generally we adopt the eight hours
system. That does not apply in
Queensland ; nine and even ten hours

being asked from employees ihere.
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Mr. Collier : They work ten hours in
Victoria.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : The
Queensland conditions have been quoted
and I only want to show liew much bet-
ter are the conditions here than in
Queensland. Mr. Short, in that article
of his, pointed out that the passenger
fares in Western Australia, in almest
every instance, are cheaper than those
m Queensland; and so far as freights are
coneerned, although I do not place so
much reliance on the question of freights,
vur freights on “ Miscellaneous” and
Classes 1, 2, and 3, and the other dif-
Terent eclasses, compare more than fav-
carably with Queensland. On, the other

hand we have to discover what
articles are placed under these
various tables to be satisfed under

which category the cheapest rates are
eharged. It eannot be shown, however,
that our charges are more excessive than
those of Queensland. When we take
everything into consideration we can
show, although our railways are not
leing worked nearly as economically as
in Queensland, we have a far better and
more efficient service. At the present
time the question of an amendment of
the Railways Act is looming before Puar-
liament. Very shortly Parliament will
be asked to deal with an amendment of
our Aect, which is consequent on the
retivement of Mr. George. The Govern-
ment have decided not to renew M.
(teorge's engagement. There is no
doubt Mr. George did & large amount of
good work; he had an earnest desire for
the best interests of the Siate, and T
think Mr. George did particularly good
service during the time he was in office;
but our desire is to have the head of that
department a railway man, a man who
has heen counected with railways through-
out the whole of his lifetime, and we de-
sire therefore to obtain an expert in rail-
way matters as the chief head of that de-
partment. When this question is discus-
sed, the subject of whether we shall have
Ministerial or Commissioner control will
be brought up. T would be only wasting
the time of the House now if I went into
any details in eonnection with the varions
systems adopted in the Eastern States or
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in other countries. That is a watter
which 1 contend ean well be left until we
are dealing with an amendment of the
Railways Act, Those who prefer Minis-
terial control before Commissioner con-
trol can argue the gquestion then, I feel
strongly on the subject, but it is not wise
to go into the question at the present
time. Seme remarks have been made
during the debate, and efforts have been
made to bring pressure to bear in connee-
tion with certain retrenchnents that are
going on. I believe everyone agrees that
there ean be economies effected in connee-
tion with the railway administration; and
when one starts disinissing servants, many
of whom have probably been good em-
plovees, and devoted their energies well
in the best interests of the State, it is
very hard indeed to have to dismiss those
employees. I am sure I am not one,
more especially alb this time, who would
like to see men thrown on the world. At
the same time there is that abselute neces-
sity for economy in the railway adminis-
tration, and I appeal to members on both
sides for every sympathy while this re-
trenchment is being effected. It is no
pleasure to the heads of departments or
to myself to allow any of the officers of
the department to be refrenched. Some
little time ago a large numberof the wages
men were retrenched, and we have also to
put the pruning knife amongst the staff.
When the leading officers in conference
said they counld make economies and
would recommend them to me, I would
be failing in my duty not to allow those
economies to be effected. I hope members
will give every consideration to myself
and theheadsofdepartments when weare
putting these economies into effect. The
instruetions given to the heads of the de-
partments are that old servants are to he
considered hefore new servants, that is
the older servants, those who have been
in the department longer, all things being
equal, shonld have greater preference
given to them, and preference must be
given to married men over single men.
The retrenchment will depend to a great
extent on the efficiency of the employees.
In the Railway Department there must
not be any room for wasters. It is found
there are persons in the service who, once
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they receive a Government appointment,
believe that as long as they behave them-
selves, for the rest of their lives, they
are secure in that employment, and many
of them are neglectful in that sense. X
have to be guided by the reports given
to me by the beads of departments, and
I hope with the additional railways that
are heing constructed, if employment can-
not be found for retrenched officers to-
day,in a short time employment will be
able tobe found for them. T hope to re-
ceive every sympathy and support from
members when earrying out such an un-
pleasant duty as I am eatrying out at
the present time. There-is one matter
to which some public attention has
been  drawn, more especially by
the Leader of the Opposition, and
that is in referenee to the rednetion
of the prain rate. He stated the redue-
tion was made only in the interests of
the millers and the middlemen. I do
not agree awith his contention in this
matter ; I say these rebates were made
entirely in the interests of the producer.

Mr. Johnson : Unfortunately he does
not get it.

The MINISTER: I was just going to
admit that when these regulations came
out ‘on the 28th Janunary, not in Febru-
ary as the member for Katanning said,
they probably may have been somewhat
late. On the other hand the hon. mem-
her will remember a deputation which
waited on me from the millers, in which
they pointed out that they had bought
their stocks— [Mr. Johnson: Hear, hear;
at 2s. 9d. a bushel]—and they of course
did not receive any rebate. They would
receive no rebate on the flour they would
afterwards send over the railways in con-
neetion with the wheat they had bought
and brought to their mills. No profit
would accrue to these mills : the profit
acerned to the State. So far as I was
concerned we were not working in the
interests of the middiemen there ; but T
would point out what was our desire.

Mr. Johnson : You might explain that

the point is that a section of the com-
munity did not buy uatil you wmade a
reduciion, and they bought at 2s. 6d.
That is my grievance.
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The MINISTER : I think the hon.
member s wiong. 1 well remember that
the deputation urged that the rate should
have bheen made retrospectivee Had I
done that I would have played into the
bands of the millers. 1 would have
taken from the State but would not have
given to the producers themselves one
fraction of the value of the rebate, and
it was to the producers I desired to give
the value.

Mr. Johnson : The miller had already
given 3d. more to the producers, and
these people got the rebate.

The MINISTER : Had I given to the
millers, I wounld have played into the
bands of those persons whom the Leader
of the Opposition said I was working
for. Let me explain what we did. We
made a second reduction in regard to
grain freights. We reduced the general
charges we were making, but we said
farther, “ With a view to encouraging
competition in the varions districts we
will make rebates.” That is, if a miller
sitnated at Northam would buy wheat
at Katanning, have that wheat carried
by rail from Katanning to Northam and
then despatched over the  railway
to Kalgoorlie as flour, the gristed
product of the wheat, he should only be
charged the long distance rate from
Katanning to Kalgoorlie. Or, for in-
stance, take a miller in Perth buying
wheat in York. If he had it freighted
to Perth, gristed in Perth and then sent
as flour to Kalgoorlie, he would only pay
the rate for grain for the whole distance,
taking the whole mileage from York io
Perth and from Perth to Kalgoorlie.
The object of doing that was not, as
would appear in the first instance, to
give a coneession to the millers, but to
force the millers into the various dis-
tricts; in other words to prevent a com-
bination of millers; becanse we placed
them all on an equal footing and did
what we could to try to compel millers
in the various distriets to make arrange-
ments to buy, not only in their own dis-
tricts but to go into other distriets, so
that there would be genuine competition
among them for the purchase of the
grain. And presuming that failed and
there was still eombination among the
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buyers, we still said to the produeer,
“1f yon will send grain to the seaboard
we will give a rebate of 12%% per cent,
so as lo give you the best market it is
possible to obtain” That is what we
did. I admit it took some time to work
it out, so that the freights did not come
into foree until the 28th January, but
T notified in the Press about a fortnight
before that we did intend to make some
alterations in the grain freights, I did
this so as to afford the public generally,
if they chose to wait, an cpportunity of
knowing the fact that we did intend to
make alterations. [Mr. Bath: But the
trouble is that the farmer is living from
hand to band.] The Leader of the Op-
position pointed out that £79,000 had
heen expended in improving the stand-
ard condition of the vailway lines, and
that succeeding Governments had econ-
tinued this work ont of loan funds.
There is no justifieation for that remark.
We are not spending loan moneys in
any sense whatever -for any work in
conneetion with the standardisation of
our railways. [Ar. Bath: 1 pointed it
out on the Loan Estimates last year.] I
want the hon. member to remember that
we have not spent the same amount of
money, beeanse in the year he men-
tioned we spent £78,213 in vesleepering
and reballasting and other works in eon-
nection with the railways, while in the
next year we only spent £39,016, a con-
siderably less sum being spent in re-
hallasting and resleepering in 1905-G as
compared with 1904-3. Of ecourse, the
profit was £28,000 in 1904-5 whereas in
the following year it was £84,000, so
that if we did not expend that money
in resleepering and putting in  heavy
ballast, on the other hand we were re-
turning to the State a larger sum of
money. 1 regret I have net the figures
for this year yet so that I could show
the hon. member what moneys have been
expended in works of this description
for the past year, that they could be
compared with the expendiiure of pre-
vious years, We have a comprehensive
programune for the construction of pas-
senger coaches and freight cars. - At the
presenf woment there are ten corridor
cars and 350 trucks in course of eon-
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struetton at the Midland Junection work-
shops. I was exceedingly pleased with
the return we received in connection
with the construetion of AJ brake-vans.
IL shows that these vauns were constructed
at a considerably less cost than they were
constructed at when we called for tep-
ders some time before. Recently we
called for tenders for suburban coaches.
Two tenders were received, one from the
workshops and one from the Rocky Bay
workshops. The tender received from
the Rocky Bay workshops was £26,642,
as against £28,000 from the workshops.
These tenders we sent to the Tender
Board, and we adopted the policy of ae-
eepting the lowest fender sent in.

My, Seaddan: What was the naumber?

The MINISTER: Ten.

Myr. Scaddan: You are
constructed.

The MINISTER: No;-I am
ten corridor
workshops.

Mr. Scaddan: THd you ecall tenders
for 207 Tt makes all the difference.

The MINISTER ¥OR MINES:
There was another criticisim in rerard to
consignments. It was stated that when
gonds were sent at owner’s risk the Rail-
way Department took nro responsibility
for the earriage of those goods, and that
if they were lost or stolen the Railway
Department wounld not be responsible. I
repudiate that, for T think it would lead
to a great amount of dishonesty and care-
lessness. Where we receive packages
sent at owner’s risk we take upon our-
selves the responsibility of delivering
them, and grant ecompensation wheve the
zoods are short-delivered. As to demur-
rage on the goldfields being twice as high
as on the coast, as has heen suggested by
the last speaker, I may say ihere is no
justifieation for sueh a statement. As
far as my knowledge is concernerd, (here
is only one system for charging demur-
rage throughout the State. If the small
grievances he has mentioned are brought
hefore me., I think I will be able to show
that the criticisms of the hen. member
were wrong. In econnection with the
Mines Department 1 propose speakimg
at some length as to what we propose to
do, and I should alsa lke incidentally

getting 22

getting
ears. constiueted in the
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o mention something in reference to
he battery system. In that, however,
- shall be short and coneise, as I under-
tand it is the intention of some member
o move a special motion dealing with the
westion. I hope that when this motion
omes on it will he exhaustively debated.
Jur losses on batteries for this year
mount to £424. The reason for this is
hat work has heen exceedingly inter-
aittent in many instaneces, batteries have
een closed down for a considerable time
uring the past six months, we have not
ad regular supplies of stone, and in a
ew cases we have had large losses. One
£ the losses was caused through dis-
onesty and another from gross careless-
ess. I will not deal with the guestion
{ the appointment of Mr. Dunstan to-
ight, for this will be 2 subject, I hope,
f a special debate. But there are cer-
tin matters sueh as assistance to mining
enerally  whieh I will deal with.
he member for Murchison in his
reech suggested that prospectors should
1 some cases receive as much assistance
om the Government as haif the cost
f the eartage of their stone to the bat-
ry. Instead of giving this large as-
stanee, I think it would be better to
itlate a system of light batteries.
hese would consist of small plants
hich weunld be sent from mine to mine
1d remain at a place for, say, 6 or
! months so as to prove the value of
e property. That will be the more
fective way to provide aszistance to
e small leascholders, and good work
ill be dene by this means in those
aces where we cannot afford to erect
ills at heavy cost. Two of these light
ants are now heing prepared, one for
t. Margaret and another for Lindon.
hope L will be able to do semething

the small distrief to which reference
s made by the member for Murchison,
ven 1if we were to pay one-half the
rtage of the stone to be sent to ibe
I, we would only be proving the
lue of the stone, and would be doing
thing of a definite nature for the good

the persons interesied or of the State
nerally, unless we happened to prove
it one of the shows would turn out to

a bir mine. The better plan will be
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to try to do something by the provision
of light plants. During the year we
have been giving a considerable amount
of assistance in the way of providing
water supplies, and T will gquote the loan
expenditure for the Mines Depariment
of the last three years, as showing that
we have been trying onr best to assist
the various mining distriets. In 1904-5
the amount expended in development
of mining was £45,000 ; in 19056 it
was, in round figures, £60,000; and in
1906-7 it was £85,000. At Meekailharra
we have given a very efficient water sup-
ply which was obtained from 99 miles
distant, and is brought into the township.
We are now retienlating the township,
and are also extending the pipe line to
certain mines. Mr. Holman took me tfo
task in connection with the price we were
charging for water. A partienlar in-
stance to which reference was made was
that of the price of the water charged
to the Marmont mine. I would point
out that this property has turned out of
considerable wvalue, and that they have
already taken out £19,859 worth of gold.

Mr. Holman : They have spent nearly
all that in machinery.

The MINISTER : A 10-head plant
will not cost all that.

Myr. Holman : It is a 20-head plant.

The MINISTER : Thev have done
well, but it is a good mine. It is not
a question of charity in connection
with that property. After spending some
£9.000 In bringing the water supply in-
to this small community, we had to spend
more than an additional £1,000 in order
to take the water to the Marmoni mine.
There is the possible discovery of waler
in the shaft with sinking, and if a
supply is obtained by this means, it will
ntean we have only a 12 months' agree-
ment, and may be forced to pull up
our pipes. We are only chavging 5s. 6d.
a thonsand gallons, and at Davyhurst
and at Menzies the charge is higher than
that.

Mr. Holman : The mine I speak of
has to take 60,000 gallons a week.

The MINISTER : In some cases the
mines are taking 30,000 galions a day.
If the mine in question undertakes to
obtain something like that quantity, it
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will be another matter. We have given
them to undersiand that if another mine
will also take the water, we shall make
farther reductions. It is all a guestion
of supply and demand, and I am jusii-
fied in asking the price which is charged,
especially when we know that the mine
is a fairly high-grade one, and a valuable
proposition. There is no reason why it
should receive special consideration. Is
it not wise that we should expect fo re-
ceive interest and sinking fund on the
outlay 7

Mr. Holman : You get a full return
in 12 months,

The MINISTER : Nothing of the
gsort. We spent over £1,000 to connect
that mine ; and what about the £9,000
spent on the whole water scheme ¢
Surely we are justiffed in expecting
some return in connection with the first
expenditure, as well as that underfaken
for the purpose of connecting the mine.

Myr. Hudson : We all know that you
are a marvel,

The MINISTER : I know that when
the hon. member was speaking there
were no silly interjections such as he
has now indulged in. At Phillips River
we are spending this year £13,000 in
water sapplies for the Ravensthorpe
distriet.

Mr. Hudson :
the smeliers?

The MINISTER: What do you mean?

Mr, Hudson : Oh, it does not matter.

The MINISTER: The amount of
money which is being spent in that
district shows that we are doing our
best to try and make provision for the
people. We are also trying to provide
water at Norseman, and at places in
the vieinity, through a dam which has
been sunk there and other work done
al a cost of about £12,000. The hon.
member for Leonora will do me justice
and say that we are doing good work
in s distriet. I eould not expect any
such acknowledgment from the mem-
ber for Dundas. We are doing rapid
work in the Leonora district, and hope,
early in October, to have water in Leo-
nora, and te be able to hand over a
first-class scheme of good fresh water
to a board. 1 hope that this scheme

What do you get from
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will be equally as suecessful as the one
at Day Dawn. At Jourdie Hills and
many other centres, dams have been
sunk to assist the industry, and I think
that with these sources of supply much
can be done. Then there is the ques-
tion of the stock route. Some members
say this is being opened simply in the
intersts of monopolists,

Mr. Scaddan : Who says that ¢

The MINISTER : Ii was said in this
debate.

Mr. Taylor : We were talking of the
freezing-works.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
statement was made, though it is of
little eonsequence. But, in mentioning
the stock route, I should like to advise
members that to-morvow the Govern-
ment will give a reception to M.
Canning, who has made the trip to map
out that route; and we shall be pleased
if all members can be present. Mr.
Canning has done wonderfully good
work on that trip, and I regret exceed-
ingly the disaster that fell on his party
through the death of Mr. Tobin, who
was speaved by a black—a most regret-
table ineident in what would otherwise
have been a most suceessful undertak-
ing. A magnificent country has been
discovered, but to-morrow afterncon, at
3 o’elock, Mr. Canning himself will be
able to tell members all about his jour-
ney. The quesfion of exemptions has
been mentioned in this debate, and it
i1s said that long and undue exemptions
have been granted on some properties.
I wish to correct some misapprehen-
sions. First, there is no dounbt that
great consideration has been shown to
the British Exploration Company, trad-
ing on the Pilbarra Goldfields, and in
respect of the Grauntlet, the Bow Bells,
and the Nullagine Reward properties,
more especially in respect of the pro-
perties at Nullagine. For over three
vears the latter properties have not
been worked; they are very low-grade,
and without railway eommunication it
is absolutely impossible to work them.
Bui now that the period of exemption
is about to end, I intend to insist upon
a certain number of men being employed,
not at what may be termed mining work,
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mt at exploratory work, that is, for
esting the values of the congiomerates ;
nd on that eondition alone will the com-
iany be allowed to retain their proper-
ies. But in one or two other places ex-
mptions have been granted for some
onsiderable time. The member for the
listriet in question said that the Lalla
tookh mine has beeu under exemption
‘or some years. Now the total exemp-
ion granted on the Lalla Rookh mine
vas seven months and 24 days.

Mr. Underweod : It was shepherded
or two years and five months.

The MINISTER : I am not saying
10w long it lLas been shepherded, as I
inow nothing of it ; but I am stating
he actual facts, which could have been
btained by the hon. member had he
vished. He also mentioned "the Ard
Patrick which never had exemption ;
et it had been exempted for six months
ind 14 days.

Mr. Hudson: How long have the Norse-
nan Mining Company had exemption ¢
Chree years and four days.

The MINISTER : The member for
Pilbarra (Mr. Underwood) told us the
salla Rookh had two years’ exemption.

Mr. Hudson : What about the Norse-
nan Gold Mining Company ¢

The MINISTER : I am not in a gues-
sing competition to-night ; but I wish to
nention that in respect of the Bow Bells
ind the Gauntlet, longer exempiions have
jeen granted—I think 14 months in one
:ase and 18 months in the other.

Mr. Underwood : How long has the
Ard Patrick been worked

The MINISTER ¥OR MINES :
The hon. member can see the whole of
:he figures in these papers. In his speech
1e boasted of how quickly he would
chrow up a lease rather than ask for
:xemption ; and he drew attention to
:he Lalla Rookh property, owned by the
Brilish. Exploration Company. I did
show some’ consideration to the eompany;
ind not only was that consideration
shown by me, but by my predecessor,
Mr. Hastie, who recognised how impos-
sible it was for the company to work
those propositions under the existing
ionditions. Mr, Johmson also, when
Minister for Mines, recognised the same
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impossibilitv. The facts regarding those
congiomeraie deposits are thai the cow-
pany spent some £25,000 to £30,000 on
the properties, and the grade had got
down se low that though the average
result was between Sdwis. and 10dwts.
yet, without railway faecilities, without
faecilities for working cheaply, the pro-
perfies were useless. No proposifion
bad been made during that period by
anyone whe would have worked the pro-
periies. If anyone had shewn me that
he conld have worked them, I shonld
have considered his request for forfei-
ture ; but no reguest was made, no ob-
jection raised, and I am glad to say that
those who followed me adopted my
policy and continued the exemption,
But in the future, as I pointed out, we
shall insist on o eertain amount of work
being done. There are other leases to
which consideration has been given.
Long exemption has been given to a
lease on which a battery is situated, at
Marble Bar ; and I shall continve that
exemption for the simple reason that it
is the only battery in the district. The
battery belongs to the lessees, who have
entered info an agreement with me to
erush for the public in that place. If 1
terminated the exemption and thev sold
the plant and it was shifted, there would
not be a single crushing plant for the
treatment of ore at Marble Bar. The
same remarks apply to Warrawoona ;
and knowing the difficulties with which
the distriet has contended, not one single
mine there having heen able ta prove its
workings sunecessfully, and the lessees
having spent large sums of money, I
think we are wise in showing them some
consideration pending a deeision as {o
the railway. T hope the question of
railway communication will shortly be
settled in this House ; and as soon as it
has been settled 1 can assure the
member for the distriet that he
will have no ground for farther
complaint. As to the appointment of
inspectors of mines, the member for
Boulder (Mr. Collier), even after the
explanation I gave to the Press, said
that I delayed the approval of the regm-
lations so as to enable me, withoui com-

plying with the Aect, to make these ap-
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pointments. Now, I can assure members
there was nothing farther from my

mind, and the hon. member’s statement is
far indeed from the actual faats. I
should like (o ask members, more especi-
ally the member for Ivanhoe (Mr. Secad-
dan), whom I kpow I can fairly ask,
was it not necessary for us to appoint
some new inspectors? [Bfr. Scaddan:
Yes.] Was not the retirement of some
inspectors absolutely essenlial in the in-
terests of the men working below ¢ I
think it is admitted that certain inspee-
tors on that field had to be retired on
aecount of age, and new appointmenis
made. I assure members I did all I
could to hurry on the classification of in-
spectors, The Public Service Commis-
sioner had other work in hand at the
time, and T did not wait for s elassifi-
cation. The applications for appoint-
ment did not go through the Commis-
sioner. My department ecalled for
applications, dealt with them and ac-
cepted them.

Mr. Heitmann © Is it true that you
asked a manager on the Eastern Gold-
fields, Mr. Moss, to recommend a man ?

The MINISTER : There is no truth
whatever in thal statement. What is
more, I appointed certain gentlemen as
a boavd to deal with their applications.
I did not in any way deal with any appli-
cation. The applications were reeeived
by the State Mining Engincer, and were
referred direetly to that hoard, which re-
commended to me two gentlemen. T do
not think I had ever seen either of them
hefore, nor did I know them; and when
I received the recommendation I insisted
that the State Mining Engineer should
bring them to Perth, and make them
pass a vive voece examination. '

Mr. Bath : But the trouble is that
none of the other candidates had a
chance of passing an examination.

The MINISTER : The board dealt
with the papers. T appointed a board
eonsisting of the State Mining Engineer,
the Direetor of the School of Mines, and
Inspector of DMines Greenbard. The
papers went to them, and I never saw
them until the recommendation came to
me. I insisted that farther examina-
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tion should be made of these gentler
to see if they bad already pas
the examinations required. QOne of th
gentlemen had passed an examinat
and held a certificate from New So
Wales as a mine manager, and the ot
held a certificate as a mine manager
England. They had passed every exa
nation we could ask them to pass un
the section of the Aect.

My, Seaddan : What class of exa
nation were they asked to pass 9

The MINISTIER : The examinat
for mine managers ; more especially ]
they to prove that they had had
years’ underground working experiel

Mr. Collier : Some of the men w
not ealled up for examination, and ¢
may have heen equally capableé.

The MINISTER : That is proba
but I had appointed the beard to ¢
with {his.

BMr. Seaddan : Is Mr. Cullingwortl
permanent inspector §

The MINISTER : He is on temp
arily, and I want to keep Lim on wl
we get the work in order. I hope i
can manage it to be able to get anot
mspector appointed. We have rea
cated the distriets, and 1 hope to be 2
to get bhetler work done than we h
been getting. T hope it will net
long hefore we ecan make provision
another inspector.

Mr. Scaddan : I bhope the hoard -
allow applicants in  future to be
amined.

The MINISTER : I believe we h
got two particularly good men. T 1|
intended to draw some attention to
question of the North-West, more
pecially to the difficuliies that exist
to the development of mining th
owing to the shipping facilities.
matter that requires ventilation is
poor shipping facilities which are gir
to miners on the northern fields ; hut
the hour is late I will now deal with
proposed amendment of the Mining 2
A suggestion that has been made in
Governor’s Speech has been before
country for the past 18 months.

MMy, Heilmann : There has never b
an election on it.
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'he MINISTER : During tie pastiS
iths I have never spoken in a gold-
Is town without veferring to this
ter, and pointed out what I thought
e the improvements which should be
It with by Parliament. I also pointed
that under the present Aet the Gov-
or had the power to alter the regula-
15 if he so desired. e could eross
labour ¢ovenants to-morrow if we
nght fit, and we could increase the
ur covenants if we so desired. That
a principle which is wrong ; it has
o in foree for years, hut any GGovern-
it recognising their responsibilities
the country would not dare to alter
covenants without the consent of
Qliament, or to do it while Parliament
» nol sitting so as to give Parliament
hance of considering the regulations
allowing them fo stand.
Ir. Bath : Do you mean to say that
eould make a regulation eontrary to
specific section under the Aet of
31
'he MINISTER: What is the specifie
ion ?
{r. Bath : Abont the
s,
'he MINISTER FOR MINES : If
member will point out the seefion I
il be plensed to deal with it. The
ur covenants as we have them are
ply the regulations which, as I
nted out, we could nullify entirely
increase them. At the present time
conditions 1n Western Australia
that for the first 12 months
- men must be kept on a lease,
nt that there must be one man
every six acres; which means that
Ty man who takes up a 24 acre lease
i to provide four men to comply with
labour covenants. When I came to
3 State in 1893 the Aet required that
re should be one man to every three
es, which meant that if-a man took
a 24-acre lease he had to employ
ht men to comply with the labour
enants: that was rather harsh on
prospector. I know that I took up
ease on the Hannans Belt in 1894,
1 although for the first year I only
1 to work four men on the property,
the second year according to the

lahour eove-
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“covenant I had to employ eight men.

That is easy enough for a company,
but it is hard for a prospector. The
conditions prevailing in Vietoria at the
present time are that a condition 1s in-
serted in the lease, but the Minister
may fix the labour in each casze ; where
there is depth of sinking the Minister
uses his diccretion and he ean give eer-
tain labour covenants or certain money
must be expended : it depends on what
the Minister may suggest when the appli-
eation iz made to him. He may demand
labour ecovenants if he desires, or insist on
the expendifure of a certain sum of mon-
ey. In New South Wales the covenants
are such as the Minister may determine.
In Tasmania the Act now stands that on
a pold-mining lease £10 per acre has to
be expended, or work done on a lease
may be considered, such as the ereclion
of machinery, the construction of tram-
way roads, water races or any work
which will facilitate mining epeiations.
The expenditure of £10 per acre per
annum ecomplies with the conditions,
In Queensland the present conditions
are one man to three acres, formerly it
was one man to every acre. But it will
be admitted, if members will look back to
the dehates during the last year and the
year before, it was stated thal these
regulations were never insisted vn. In
the two successive years—in the vear
hefore last and the fag end of last vear,
a draft Bill was brought before the
Queensland House, Last year a Bill
was brought forward with a view of
liberalising the labour covenants. When
the Labour Minisiry were in power with
a Labour following, they brought down
a Bill wherein provision was made for
the expenditure of £20 per acre per
annum to be able to earry a gold-mining
leagse. They asked that £60 per aere
might be expended in three years, that
of course is £20 per nere, bui they -
allowed £5 per acre to hold a lease for
the first two years. A lease could be
held subject to £60 per acre being ex-
pended on the minihg preposition within
three years. Their provisions were ex-
actly the same as in the Tasmanian
Act.  They would allow -money ex-
pended on any work to facilitate mining
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operations such as the eonstrmetion of
tramways, erection of maechinery, build-
ing of dams and water supplies and
all these matters, to connt. That Bill
was nob  passed but was withdrawn
owing 0 the opposition of cerfain
Labour members in the House. I want
to say that the Government of the day,
with the recommendations of the depart-
ment, bronght forward that Bill for
the purpose of giving a greater incentive
to mining and induce more develop-
ment in the State. These are the con-
ditions applving to the various States.
I think it will be admitted that the posi-
tion of the mining industry here is one
requiring very serious consideration. I
did not take much notice of the slight de-
cline in the gold yield. That is a matter
that will come and go, and I shall not be
at all surprised to again see our gold
yield increase and our having a bigger
output than we are having at the present
day, Bud the trouble is we are not
getting more big producing mines, Lhose
mines which are not only producing so
muech gold, but which in the production
of that gold are finding employment for
such a large number of our people.
These new mines are not coming for-
ward, and the old mines are being worked
out. We need not be afraid so far as
our generation is concerned that these
mines will work out. We have the his-
tory of DBallarat and Bendigo. Thirty
or forty years ago they thought the end
of their mining industry was in sight,
but to-day their mines are working, and
in many instances profitably. [Mr». Hol-
man : But they are not working their
mines here now.] The conditions of
bolding mining propositions in Vietoria
are easier than they are here, so that the
interjection has no bearing on the ques-
tion, [Mr. Holman: You have areas
here big enough for cattle stations.T
That 1s a matter of opinion. The tin
mines in Cornwall have been worked
from time immemorial, and I hope the
time will not be far distant when our
tin and copper mines will get down and
be f01111d°eq11al to anything in copper
or tin in the whole world. For a long
time the men employed in the mining
industry have numbered between 19,000
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and 20,000, but with the enormous ares
that we have there should be room for :
couple of hundred thousand workmen
I am not satisfied with the progress we
are making and I think we should make
creater progress. 1 wani to resent 9
statement which has been continually
cirenlated, The idea seems to prevail
in the minds of many members that it i
my desire te give away the fee simple
I wish members to remember when the
1904 Act was put through Parliament
how we dealt with land which had beer
sold prier to 1898, Prior te that yea
all titles were made out giving away the
baser metals, but in 1904 we passed :
measure which gave the Mines Depart
ment power to take away from those
people that which they had bought. The
good of the State must prevail, an¢
when we recognise that these people holc
lands whiech in the opinion of the de
partment should be worked for the gooc
of the State, they should be allowed t
be worked. I think having done tha
no persgn should ever accuse me of try
ing to give away the fee simple of ¢
mining proposition. 1 have no desire
nor do I think any person in Australic
who knows anything about mining it
Australia would think it would be wise tc
do that; but I certainly think we shoulc
do something more, not only to encourag
capital but to encourage our own peoph
and to encourage the prospector. I point
ed out a little while ago that when I canu
here, to hold a mining proposition afte
the first year one would need to emple
eight men to hold the lease. What wa
the result of that? The man whe helc
the proposition had to sell as speedil;
as he could, because if he were not or
gold be would need to employ eight men
Mr. Troy : That is not the positior
to-day. '
The MINISTER: But if the argu
lent is that it is wise to employ fow
men on a proposition, why not make i
eight, why not make it 12 or why no
make it 200 men ?
Mr. Troy: That is no argument.
The MINISTER: Then I say when
are we going to limit it? What argu
ment can he brought forward whicl
would say that it would he wise anc
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«equitable to iusist that a eertain number
of men shonld he emploved in eonnee-
tion with mining propositions?
. Mr. Scaddan: It should apply the
same way as if you take up a certain
amount of agricultaral land.

The MINISTER: Yes; you do what

you think is a fair and equit-
able thing. The condition of one
man fe one aecre was the rule in

Queensland, but they would not en-
foree it, according to the debates
which I have read carefully. At the
present time it is one man to three acres
in Queensland, and the Government of the
day thought it was not a wise condifion.
I say that eondition is not one which will
assist the prospector. Tn the fivst instance
we wish to assist the prospector, and in
the second instance we wish to assist the
small cvinpany. Say a local eompany is
formed : the very people we desire to
assist we prevent from going info the
industry, on acecount of its restrictive
nature. Does that argument apply to the
capitalist ¢

Mr. Holman : He is the only one ask-
ing for it.

The MINISTER : Does the infliciion
of these labour covenants affect the capit-
alist 3

Mr. Holman : Yes.

The MINISTER : It has been stated
by some members that if we do not have
these labour eonditions, in the event of
an industrial dispute we place in the
hands of the eapitalist the power to close
down his mine and thus force the work-
men to give way to his demands. That
is an argument that has been used, is it
not 9

Mr. Troy : Yes,

The MINISTER : T have a return
of the principal gold-mining leases of
the State, showing the number of men
they are compelled to employ and the
number of men they do employ. I will
deal first with the Kalgoorlie belt to
show members how absurd that contention
is. The .ssociated Gold Mines under
the labour covenants of the State are
supposed to employ 13 men, but they
are emploving 477, so that they could
turn off 464 men to-morrow in the event
of an industrial dispute, and would still
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he complying with the fabour conditions,
and these few men would be doing a
certain amount of development work for
them.

Mr. Btk : And thev could turn out
the thirteen also if there were no labour
covenants.

The MINISTER : What would that
mean to a big mining propusition ?

Mr. Bath : What did it mean in Vie-
toria when the Minister insisted on the
labour covenants ?

The MINISTER : If the Minister
wished to do that, it showed that he had
not heen enforcing the labour covenants,
and that he only did it for a ecertain
purpose. Of eourse I do unot know the
cireumstances of the case. The Associ-
ated Northern Mine is supposed to em-
ploy four men to fulifil the Iabour coven-
ants, but it is employing 129, and the
ficures for other mines are :—Brown
Hill Consols 8 as against 31 employed ;
Golden Horseshoe 17 as against 339 em-
ployed ; Golden Ridge 20 as against Gl
employed ; Bounlder Perseverance 4 as
against 540 emnployed ; Great Boulder 19
as against G600 employed ; Hainault 4
as against 201 emplayed ; Ivanhoe 13
as against 648 employed ; and Kalgmli
4 as against 400 employed.

My, Holman : Go on to the Peak Hill,
the Champion, and the Star of the East.

The MINISTER : The Peak Hill Mine
should employ 69 bhut they are employing
100. The Bellevue should employ 42 but
they are employing 155.

Myr. Bath : They are not employing
them at present at the Bellevue.

The MINISTER : These returns are to
the 31st Mareh, the latest that would be
in the bands of the department. The
Fenian Mine should employ three to fulfil
the labour eonditions, but 16 are em-
ploved in that mine. I propose to leave
these ficures for members. My objest is
to show that the faet of having these
labour covenants would not prevent
the mines elosing down and putting
off & large number of their staff
if a labour dispute did occur.
On the other hand, the very faet that
they are employing this large nuwber of
men shows that whether there were labour
conditions or not there would still be a
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demand for labour. It is their business
to employ these men and it pays them to
do so.

XMr. Holman : If there were no la-
bour conditions, many properties would
be locked up for years.

The MINISTER : We wounld not al-
low them to be locked uwp for years.
The mining industry is the most specu-
lative of all : why then should it be more
restricted than any other 2 There are
eonditions in timber leases, as to the
taking up of land, and a man must show
his bona fides. It would be a bad law
whicli would allow the expenditure of a
laree sum of money, or a large amount
of labour, on a mining proposition and
then give power for the forfeiture of
that property if for one single day the
labour conditions were not earried out.

AMr. Holman : How many properties
have vou forfeited 2

The MINISTER : None.

Mr. Holman : The veason for this is
that the boodler comes aleng.

The MINISTER : The hon. member is
nothing if not offensive. Surely -one ¢an
make a wmistake in judement without
being accused of running with boodlers.

Mr. Holman : And you refused to for-
feit, against the report of the warden.

The MINISTER : You are always
offensive.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : The hon.
member must not ecast reflections.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : I
am not desirous of being offensive, and
have not refiected upon the hon. member.
We are dealing with a subject too big
to bring in party prejudices. Members
will adwit, when I explain what I pro-
pose to do, that T am trying to be fair
and conseientious with regard to the pro-
posals to be submitted by the Govern-
ment. As I was endeavouring to say
when interrupted, the mining industry
is more speculative than any, and the
restrictions are greater, What we want
is to try to induce the people of Western
Australia to invest in mining proposi-
tions. We want to trv and make the
prospector realise that the eonditions un-
der which he takes up a property will he
such that his tenure will be nearly as
good, provided he puts a certain amount
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of labour ov capital on to the property,
as if he held a conditional purchase,
pastoral or bomestead lease. We want
to assure him that there will be security
for, and protection afforded to, him if
he does a certain amount of work there
I remember that I spent some eleven
hours here on one oceasion, on one clavse
of the old Act as to the rights of a man
to obtain exemption. I would like to
know whether any hon. member wonld
move now to strike out that elause. Do
members opposite believe in its entirety
in the labour eovenant ? :

Mr. Bath : Most entirely ; that is the
whole experience of Australia.

The MINISTER : Let me give you an
example of a regulation that was framed
by a previous Government. Regulafion
40q, which was introduced on the 13th
July, 1905, enabled a miner to take pos-
session of an area not exceeding 300
acres, nor of greater length than six
miles. The provisions set ont that two
or more dredging c¢laims may be united,
providiyg the maximum length does not
exeeed six miles. For the first six
months after registration the holder is
not reqnired to employ any men or ma-
chinery upon this area. This period
way he extended by the warden for an-
other six months, or one year in all
From that date the holders shall employ
continuously not less than three men for
every 100 aeres, or keep continuonsly
employed thereon machinery to the value
of not less than £1,000 for every 100
acres, unless exemption has been granted.
It is also provided that the value of the
machinery on any dredging claim shall
not be less than £3,000 or in the case of
a united claim £5,000. Exemptions may
be granted by the warden without refer-
ence to the Minister.

Mr. Scaddan : That was for a dredg:
ing lease. :

The MINISTER: It does not matter;
that does not affect the question.

Mr. Bath: We allowed the same for
a gold lease for the first twelve months.

The MINISTER: That is news to me.
Under these conditions all that was
needed was that in order to secure the
ground for twelve months there should
be an expenditure of £1,000 for every
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100 acres. Prubally it is right that the
lease should have been granted to them,
althongh the avea is somewhat large;
but I saw nothing objectionable enough
in it to cancel it. To a large extent I
approve of such leases. As to the con-
ditiens, you will recognise that a prin-
ciple which is good in regard to a dredg-
ing claim surely is good in regard to any
other claim. I do not want to say much
more, but only to emphasise this faet.
Whenever mention has been made of the
fact that capital is necessary there has

- been too much of a tendency on the part
of members to make remarks such as
those winch have eome from the member
for Murchison (Mr. Holman) to the
effect that we ave working in the interests
of the hoodler or the Jew,

Mr. Batk: You said that in 1903,

The MINISTER : I never used the ex-
pression.

Mr. Bath: That is the very language
you used.

The MINISTER : The hon. member is
nisguoting me to a very large extent. I
was not the person who said that.

BMr. Bath : T quote you exactly.

The MEINISTER: The question arises
in connection with this industry as to
whether capital is necessary. Is it wise
for us to urge that capital should be
bronght into the eountry in order to assist
in the development of the industry? So
long as propositions were being dis-
covered which went three or four
ounces to the fon there was no necessity
to urge the infroduction of capital, and
no difficulty in obtaining money; in
fact under such circumstances it is
very likely we could obtain money for
ourselves. But dealing with low-grade
propositions it is a very different
matter, and it is recognised as essen-
tial that we must have eapital for the
purpose of working such mines. 1
think we should do all we can in the
first instance to encourage our own men,
and assist the prospector and the flota-
tion of loecal companies. The member
for Boulder (Mr. Collier) drew atten-
tion to the fact that out of £78,000,000
worth of gold which has been won in
this ecountry, £15,000,000 worth went
out of the State in dividends. It is
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unfortunate that so much money
should go out of the State; but the
hon. member did not point out that the
whole or at least the greater portion
of the 60 millions bas been spent with-
in the State. I have here a few
figures. Take, for instance, the Sons
of Gwalia mine. Its expenditure to
date is £1,412,000; the expenditure for
the last six months was £81,000; it is
treating dirt to the walue of 39s. 3d.,
and the treatment eosts have been for
the months of Mareh and April 15s. 7d.
and 13s. 6d. Could a prospector ecarry
on such a proposition as the Sons of
Gwalia at the present day? Could
it bhe ecarried out so profitably if it
were not for the employment of large
capital? Take the Cosmopolitan mine.
Members kirow how peor it was for
a long time. I remember when Mr.
Faulkner had that Diamantina lease and
sold it to the big company. Had that
gronnd remained in Mr. Faulkner’s
hands it would probably have been
worked to the 200-feet level, and then
abandoned. Eisewhere on the road to
Tampa one may see magnificent reefs
as true as one could wish a reef to run,
with good values on the surface, and
yet deserted ; and the Cosmopolitan
mine also would be deserted were it not
held by a large company. The expendi-
ture on the mine has exceeded £100,000.
The treatment costs, according to the
last return, are 14s. Gd. a ton, and the
total cost, ineluding London expenses,
is 21s. 3d. The company spent thous-
ands of pounds there; they have miles
and miles of development work; and if
it were not for the eapital expended and
for the machinery which enables them
to work so cheaply, there would not be
1,500 or 1,600 peopte in Kookynie town-
ship, or so many men employed during
the last eicht or nine years. The same
statement applies to the whole of the
Kalgoorlie Belt, to Leonora, to Day
Dawn, to Lawlers. At the last-men-
tioned place there is a mine which has
been working for a long time on about
4-dwt. ore; and were it not for the
meney expended in machinery, such
mines could not carry on. And I wish
to emphasise the fact that I bave not
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heard from the people who are running
these big mining propositions the slight-
est expression of a desire to cut down
the current rate of wages. They have
always held that they have the best
miners they could get in any part of
the world; that they comld show befter
results with high-priced labour than in
auy other mining field. They are satis-
fied with the labour they have. T say
it is our duty to encourage capital here,
because we have so vast an area that if
we wish to see our people employed
capital must come here for develop-
mental purpeses. It was most pitiable,
when going through the enormous areas
in the North-West, to see how litile was
being done by way of development. It
is futile for working miners to say they
have done this and that. What is the
use of a mine that is worked for
twelve months, two years, or five years,
and has 10 or 130z. erushings, and we
see nothing but a windlass or a whip
on the mine; and the owner calls that
mining for the good of the conntry!
We want some enterprise to employ not
only the miner but other people, so as
to provide a good market for the pas-
toralist and the agriculturist, and to
help to build up the country. That is
why I ask for some investigation of the
mining laws, and I desire fo submit a
motion to the House that a select com-
mittee be appointed to inquire and re-
port to Parliament during this session,
with a view to amending legislation; or,
on the other hand, T snggest that I
should bring in a Bill as speedily as
possible, have it read a second time
pro forma, and referit to a select com-
mittee, which should collect all the evi-
dence as publicly, as openly, and as
gquickly as may be, and let members de-
cide which is the better course io pur-
sue. That is all T ask for—a e¢lear.
honest, and impartial investigation of
the question. My only object is to
try to stimulate the mining industry.
Let us get rid entirely of the notion
that some of us are working for the
‘* boodler,”” or anything of that sort.
Let us feel that we have only one de-

sire: to try to improve the condition

of the industry. When we are finding
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employment for a hundred thousand
men in Wesfern Australia, surely the
conditions should be better. There
should be a better chance of men’s
finding employment, a better prospect
of higher wages, than if we have only
18,000, 19,000, or 20,000 men employed.
I farther ask that members should, when
this question goes before them, give it
fair and impartial consideration. Let
us have a full inquiry fo bring out
something practical, which will prevent
mining from going into the background,
which will stimulate the indusiry, and
make Western Aunstralia once again the
great gold-producer of the Australian
States. I thank members for their kind
hearing at this late hour. I hope we
shall have in the near future a quiet
diseussion on this subjeet, and that
arrangements may be made between the
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Bath)
and me as to the procedure to adopt
with a view to a thorough inquiry.

On motion by Mr. Horanr, debate ad-
journed.

ADJOURNMENT.,
The House adjourned at 1117 o’clock,
until the next day.



